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We Welcome Those Who Return!  
 

       Each year St. Francis invites persons who have been away from 
the practice of the faith to come home. This year, eight persons par-
ticipated in the Come & See series for the transition back into par-
ish life. Parishioners who have returned to the Faith in the past form 
the welcoming team.  

 

       Participants have an opportunity to update their knowledge of 
the Catholic Faith, through presentation and discussion on various 
theological topics such as prayer, the church, sacraments, the bible, 
making moral decisions, Christian Service and social justice, what 
Catholics believe, the lectionary and church year. The series ended 
with a special mass and potluck dinner celebration.  

 

      If you or someone you know has 
considered returning to the Catholic 
Faith,  please call Charline List (821-
2125) at the parish offices for further 
information.  

Catholics Can Always  
Come Home! 

:H�:HOFRPH�7KRVH�([SORULQJ�RXU�)DLWK��
7KH�&KULVWLDQ�,QLWLDWLRQ�-RXUQH\�DW�6W��)UDQFLV�One of our recent newly initiated 

shared her faith journey and 
Christian Initiation experiences: 
       “Joining the Catholic 
Church has deepened my rela-
tionship with God.  There is an 
excitement that wasn’t there be-
fore.  I feel that it has brought 
me closer to my goals as a 
Christian.  The traditions and 
customs of the church bring a 
new meaning to worship for me.  
It means that I can be more ac-
tive in worshipping than ever 
before.” Photo:  Pattie Scherer engages the Tuesday evening group exploring the Catholic faith.  

������:KHQ�-HVXV¶�ILUVW�IROORZHUV�TXHV�

WLRQHG�KLP��KH�UHVSRQGHG���

³&RPH��IROORZ�PH´���0DUN��������

7KLV�VDPH�LQYLWDWLRQ�LV�H[WHQGHG�WR�DOO�

ZKR�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�H[SORULQJ�WKH�

&DWKROLF�ZD\�RI�OLIH��
7KH &KULVWLDQ ,QLWLDWLRQ SURFHVV

�5&,$� LV RSHQ WR DGXOWV� \RXWK� DQG FKLO�

GUHQ RI FDWHFKHWLFDO DJH �� \HDUV RI DJH RU

ROGHU� ZKR� KDYH QRW EHHQ EDSWL]HG�

KDYH EHHQ EDSWL]HG &DWKROLF� EXW KDYH QRW

FRPSOHWHG IXOO LQLWLDWLRQ LQWR WKH &KXUFK

WKURXJK &RQILUPDWLRQ DQG�RU (XFKDULVW�

KDYH EHHQ EDSWL]HG LQ DQRWKHU &KULVWLDQ

IDLWK� ZRXOG OLNH WR H[SORUH 5RPDQ &D�

WKROLFLVP DQG PDNH QR FRPPLWPHQW DW

WKLV WLPH�

:HHNO\ 5&,$ VHVVLRQV ZLOO EHJLQ

LQ 6HSWHPEHU� ,I \RX RU VRPHRQH \RX

NQRZ LV LQWHUHVWHG LQ H[SORULQJ WKH &DWKR�

OLF ZD\ RI OLIH� SOHDVH FDOO 3DWWLH 6FKHUHU�

�����������

&KULVWLDQ ,QLWLDWLRQ �FRQWG RQ SDJH ��



Canticle of St. Francis    Summer 2003 Page     2   

0DUN�<RXU�

&DOHQGDU� 
 
 

�
-XQH����-XO\�����

6XPPHU�%LEOH�

6WXG\�RI�7KH�

3VDOPV����

VHVVLRQV�ZLWK�)U��$UXOVDP\�
6�7�'���FDOO������������

�

-XQH�����7KH�([LVWHQFH�RI�

*RG�:KHUH�0RGHUQ�3KL�

ORVRSK\�	�6FLHQFH�&RQ�
YHUJH��DGXOW���ZHHN�VHULHV�
�FDOO������������

�

-XO\���²����9DFDWLRQ�%LEOH�

6FKRRO��6HH�PRUH�LQIRUPD�

WLRQ�RQ�SDJH�����
�

-XO\�����´%LNH�5LGH�$FURVV�

$PHULFD�WR�KLJKOLJKW�3RY�

HUW\�LQ�WKH�8�6�µ���VHH�WKH�

HDUO\�HYHQLQJ�SURJUDP�LQ�
6W��)UDQFLV�6FKRRO�*\P��

�

-XO\�����6HUYH�6XSSHU�WR�WKH�

+XQJU\��YROXQWHHU�IRU�WKLUG�

)ULGD\V�RI�HDFK�PRQWK��&DOO�
�����������

�

-XO\���������&DWKROLF�%RRN�

6WRUH�²�VKRS�IRU�YDFDWLRQ�

UHDGLQJ�PDWHULDOV�	�JLIWV��
DIWHU�DOO�ZHHNHQG�0DVVHV�LQ�
WKH�3$&��

�

$XJXVW������+RO\�)DPLO\�0LQ�

LVWU\�&DPS��&DOO�WR�JHW�LQ�

YROYHG�E\�FDOOLQJ�WKH�6WHLQ�
IDPLO\�������������

$XJXVW�������������$XJXVW��

������25*$1�5(&,7$/�6HULHV�

DW������30�RQ�0RQGD\�HYH�
QLQJV�LQ�$XJXVW��

�

$XJXVW�������������$GXOW�6XP�

PHU�6FULSWXUH�'D\V���ZLWK�

6U��'RURWK\�-RQDLWLV��2�3��$W�
%HWKDQ\�+RXVH��'HZLWW������
�����������

�

/RRNLQJ�$KHDG�

6HSW����2FW�����:H�DUH��

������ 6DFUDPHQWDO�3HRSOH�²�8Q�

GHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�VDFUDPHQWV�
LQ�RXU�OLYHV��ZLWK�)U��-DPHV�
&RQORQ��:DWFK�WKH�)2580�
IRU�GHWDLOV�WKLV�)DOO��

The Celebration of First Holy Communion 
 
 

The family plays a central role in initiating  their children into the mysteries of faith.  Preparation at St. Francis 
for First Communion begins with religious education in the first grade.  Generally, in second grade preparation 

for the sacraments of First Penance 
(celebrated in December) and First Eucha-
rist (celebrated in May) begins.  Preparation 
consists of education in the classroom, and 
four parent and child meetings for the two 
sacraments.   

Registration for Fall 2003 religious educa-
tion classes has begun.  Please call the Re-
ligious Education Office at 821-2130 to 

register.  For older children who have been baptized and are in need of preparation for First Communion, 
please call Ellen Ward in the Religious Education Office at 821-2132. 

Pictured here:  One of our First 
Communicant families pose for pictures 
after Mass.  On the weekend of May 3/4, 
147 children celebrated receiving Jesus for 
the first time in holy Communion.  First 
Communion for next year is scheduled for 
the weekend of May 1/2, 2004. 



Summer 2003 Canticle of St. Francis      Page     3   

       On March 23, Bishop Mengeling came to St. Francis 
to confer the Sacrament of Confirmation upon 130 young 
people.  Family and friends gathered to join in the celebra-
tion as the candidates were sealed with the Gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 
       In his remarks to the candidates, Bishop Mengeling 
congratulated the young people for making a good choice.  
In choosing to be confirmed, he said, the candidates were 
inviting the power of the Holy Spirit to be with them to 
guide them in the many choices they will make throughout 
their lives.  Bishop Mengeling also reminded the youth 
that it is in the Sacrament of Baptism that they discover 
who they are as Children of God.  It is in the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, however, where they are given their mis-
sion and learn what they are to do. 
       The rigorous formation proc-
ess that the candidates had just 
completed helped to prepare them 
to carry out this mission.  The 
young people had studied the faith 
and researched what the Catholic 
Church teaches in many areas rela-
tive to living in today’s difficult 
world.  They had also studied the 
lives of those who had remained 
faithful to the gospel despite vari-
ous trials and hardships.  In addi-
tion, the candidates developed 

their awareness of God’s presence with us through the 
working of the Holy Spirit, especially at their  retreat and 
through various prayer experiences.  Finally, through the 
service component of their preparation process, the candi-
dates practiced what a life lived for Jesus should look like.  
Each of these young people performed a minimum of 30 
hours of service for their families, the parish, and the com-
munity.  In total, the candidates performed over 3900 
hours of service in Jesus’ name!  It appears that these 
young people are off to a great start in living out their mis-
sion of service. 
 

May the power of the Holy Spirit continue to help you 
choose wisely and strengthen you to  

faithfully live out your mission.  

Confirmed in the Spirit & Commissioned for Service 

Middle School Students & Parents: Talk About Chastity 
 

       With its many signs of new life, spring seems to be the natural time to talk about the “Birds 
and the Bees.”  The months of March and May, therefore, were chosen for the annual parent and 
youth talks about sexuality.  The seventh grade students and their parents met on March 19 and 
the sixth graders and their parents met on May 7 to discuss this important topic. 

 

       The goal of both programs was simple:  To get parents and youth together to talk about is-
sues dealing with sexuality.  In today’s fast-paced world, setting aside a time specially designated 
for such a discussion is extremely important. Otherwise, despite our best intentions, it simply 
won’t happen. 

 

       So, what makes this program different from any other? 
       In addition to reviewing the many physical and psychological changes that occur during puberty, these programs 
stress God’s plan for our sexuality.  The virtue of chastity is defined as purity of heart, mind, and body.  Chastity is a 
virtue, or a good habit, that everyone is called to practice regardless of our state in life.  Participants identify behaviors 
they can adopt right now that will help them live a chaste life.  The program strives to show how living a chaste life en-
sures that we are using our gifts of sexuality to give glory to God and, in the end, will bring true and lasting happiness 
for ourselves. 
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Understanding the Last Supper:  
St. Francis Religious Education Program 

Looks at the Paschal Mystery 
 

      On Wednesday of Holy Week this year, 
families from the Religious Education program 
gathered together to prepare for the Triduum 
(Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter 
vigil), in anticipation of celebrating Christ’s Vic-
tory over death in Easter.   
 
      The paschal mystery of Christ’s passion, 
death, and resurrection is the Good News of Je-
sus Christ, who redeemed us from slavery to sin 
and has given us a share in the freedom of God’s 
life.   
 
      About 280 people celebrated a passover 
service designed for child involvement, and 
based on the biblical and historical traditions of 
Jesus’ last supper.  Understanding the roots and 
context of the last supper lends itself towards 
greater understanding of the paschal mystery. 

Children Enter the Catholic Faith through:  

7KH�&KLOGUHQ·V�&DWHFKXPHQDWH 
      Along with adults who are inquiring about the Catholic faith, children 
often express an interest in wanting to know more about Jesus and answer-
ing God’s call already given to them.  This process includes children who 
are at least 7 years of age who have never been baptized or have been bap-
tized and have not received any instruction in their faith.  Their innocence 
and vulnerability allow them to be open to God’s call 
to come, to trust to be fed and nourished. The children 
share their faith stories while breaking open the word 
on Sunday’s readings as well as praying, singing, tell-
ing stories, participating in crafts and eating together. 

Photos tell the story of 
the Christian Passover 
meal shared by the 
Tuesday evening  
Children’s Catechu-
menate. 

Reading the Bible scripture 

Sips the last glass 

The matzah 

Dips the bitter herb 


