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Living Nativity and Carol Service 

Advent at St. Francis Parish School 

Join Fr. Shaun at the Movies 

Catholic Means Universal W I N T E R  2 0 1 6  

The Canticle 
OF ST. FRANCIS 

You are invited to our 7th Parish Common Conference 
on Saturday, January 21! 

God passionately calls to us and 
says that He does not want us to 
be “lukewarm” (Rev. 3:15-16) in 
our response.  A disciple of Christ 
makes the effort to grow daily in 
knowledge of Him and in 
relationship with Him. We need 
to regularly learn more about our 
faith in order to be able to deal 
with all life’s complexities. 

Our daylong conference is designed to make it very easy 
for you to grow in your faith life. Doors open at 9am for 
a continental breakfast and social hour. Our opening 
prayer and remarks will begin the conference at 
10am.  Following the keynote speaker, there will be 8 
different topics to choose from in each of the next three 

hours. New this year will be a couple of workshops in 
Spanish. We finish the day in 
time for you to go to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Or 
you may attend only the session 
that captures your heart! 

This event is perfect for all adults 
and older children. We will have 
a children’s program for those 
PreK-5th grade and child care for 
children 4 years and under. 
Lunch is provided and the 
suggested donation is $6.00 to 

help defray the cost of the food. 

Watch the Sunday bulletin for the complete schedule. For 
more information or if you would like to help, contact 
Marty Lucas at (734) 821-2125 or 
mlucas@stfrancisa2.org.  

7th Parish Common Conference is on January 21 
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"The tender Mercy of God has dawned upon us.”  

L I T U R G I C A L  C E L E B R A T I O N S  

Do you feel like your celebration of 
Christmas has become too frantic, too 
stressful? Would you like it to be more 
peaceful and prayerful? Why not join us on 
Thursday evenings during Advent for four 
special prayer opportunities.  

First, on December 1st, join us at 6:30pm 
for Taize-style prayer during Eucharistic 
Adoration. Come and sit quietly in the 
presence of the Lord during this hour-long 
service of simple, meditative songs, 
prayers and silence. 

On December 8th at 7pm, we will have a 
Mass celebrating the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In 
this Mass, we are reminded of Mary’s 
unique role in our salvation history, and 
have the opportunity to reflect on the 
meaning of Christmas (and Easter!) 
through Mary’s eyes. In the words of the 
carol, Lo, How a Rose, “with Mary we 
behold it.” This feast is such an important 
event in the life of the Church that we call 

it a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Christmas is supposed to be a season of 
great joy, but for many of us, it is a time of 
regret and shame for the ways we have 
failed in the past year. Come and 
experience the mercy of God in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation on December 
15th at 7pm! We are hosting a communal 
penance service, and there will be several 
priests available for private, individual 
confessions. 

Finally, on December 22nd at 6:30pm, join 
us in praying Evening Prayer, from the 
Liturgy of the Hours, or Divine Office. This 
prayer consists of a communal praying of 
the Psalms and other passages of 
Scripture, and like the Mass, is prayed by 
Christians around the world, and has been 
prayed in some form since the beginning 
of the Church. When we pray the 
Scriptures in this way, we are joining in the 
prayer of the saints from all ages and of 
Jesus himself!    

 

Each year, Advent 
reveals to us the love 
of God in the birth of 
Jesus Christ. What 
better way can we 
respond to this love 
than by reconciling 
ourselves with God and 
the community 
through the Sacrament 
of Penance?  If you 
have not received this 
Sacrament in a while, 
now is the time to do 
it. The times for 
Penance here at St. 
Francis Parish between 
now and Christmas are: 

Each Saturday,  
3:30pm – 4:30pm  

Thursday Dec. 1 during 
weekly Holy Hour 

(follows 9:15am Mass) 

Thursday, Dec. 15,  
7pm – 8pm 

(Advent Communal 
Penance Service) 

Saturday, Dec. 17, 
11am – 12noon &  
3:30pm – 4:30pm 

Tuesday, Dec. 20,  
10am – 11am 

No Confessions on 
Saturdays, Dec. 24 and 
Dec. 31. 
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You and your family are invited to the 
Living Nativity and Advent Carol Service 
on Sunday, December 18 at 5pm. 

The Living Nativity is an interactive service 
with scripture narratives, live animals, and 
adult and child actors enhancing the story 
of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  The 
vibrant music features many of our 
talented parish and school music groups. 
Afterwards, refreshments and friendship 
are offered in the Parish Activities Center. 

Our service will last an hour and half. 
Please note that there will not be a 5pm 
Sunday Mass on December 18. Please 
attend one of our other Masses and join 
us for this Service anticipating the wonder 
of the birth of our Savior. All ages, from 
the youngest to the eldest, are welcome.  

For questions, please contact Ellen Ward 
at (734)821-2130 or ward@stfrancisa2.org  
or Jonathan Hasey at (734)821-2124 or 
jhasey@stfrancisa2.org. 

Sunday, December 18 at 5pm in Church  

 
Matthew 24:42 

L I T U R G I C A L  C E L E B R A T I O N S  

Domingo, 11 de Diciembre a las 5 de la tarde 
La Serenata inicia a las 4:30 de la tarde 

Te invitamos junto a tu familia a nuestra 
celebración bilingüe (Español e Inglés) en 
honor a Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, 
patrona de las Américas. Invitamos a los 
niños a traer una flor a la misa. Después de la 
misa tendremos una recepción en el Centro 
de Eventos de la Parroquia. 

Por favor trae tu comida favorita para 
compartir. Información de contacto: Ellen 
Ward o Felipe Romero, 
stfreled@stfrancisa2.org  or (734) 821-2130. 

Sunday, December 11 at 5pm 
Musical Tribute to Our Lady begins at 4:30pm 

You and your family are invited to join in a 
bilingual celebration (Spanish and English) in 
honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 
Patroness of all the Americas. Children are 
invited to bring a flower to Mass. A reception 
follows Mass in the Parish Activities Center 
(PAC). 

Please bring your favorite food to share. 
Contact Information: Ellen Ward or Felipe 
Romero, stfreled@stfrancisa2.org or  
(734) 821-2130. 

Come Experience with Joyful Anticipation: 

+ The Scripture Narratives of the Coming 
of our Savior Jesus Christ 

+ Live Animals to Honor the Birth of the 
Christ Child 

+ Resplendent Music to Glorify the Lord 

+ The Peaceful Wonder of the Nativity 
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 S T .  F R A N C I S  P A R I S H  S C H O O L  

 
James 1:17 

A reflection by Principal Julie Pritzel 
Someone exclaimed to me once how difficult it 
must be for me as a Catholic School Principal 
to limit my conversation to God and the 
Catholic faith in school and not about other 
faiths during Christmas. The Holy Spirit guided 
me to respond. How wonderful it is that we 
GET to talk about God and Jesus during one of 
the most important seasons of the year. 
However, by no means does our Catholic faith 
restrict us in respecting and learning about 
other faiths during the Advent season. 

During Advent, Kindergarten through third 
grade students study Christmas from various 
faith and cultural backgrounds. It has become 
a fond tradition here at St. Francis to celebrate 
the Birth of our Lord in different cultures 
around the world. Through learning centers 
and formal classroom instruction, the students 
learn to recognize and celebrate Christmas in 
ways that they may not be familiar with each 
year. 

In this season of giving, fourth through eighth 
grade classes work to recognize and support 
those in need through various service projects. 
Students learn that the Advent season is not 
about themselves but about giving to others. 
This year we will focus on the Parish Giving 
Trees and other community groups in need. 

Every year, our students participate in our 
Christmas Program. All of our Fine Arts 
programs are showcased through this special 
night. Our elementary and middle school 
choirs, our string program, our concert and 
fifth grade band, our middle school drama 
students, and each of our classrooms perform 
for the evening. It’s a beautiful night filled with 
love and joy for our Lord. 

We pray as a school that Advent brings each of 
your families happiness this season. 

Students offer their talents to 
the Lord in the annual St. 
Francis Parish School Christmas 
Program.  
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P A R I S H  G R O U P S  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S  

Tuesday, November 15 
• 9:15am: Mass in the lower level chapel. 

• 10am:  tea, coffee & social time in the Parish Activities Center 
• 10:15am: Darlene Imus as Rosie the Riveter on the Yankee Air Force Museum 

• 11:30am: Lunch- Turkey and all the fixins, and of course pumpkin pie. Pay at 
the door, $10 

Help us plan by calling (734) 821-2121 to RSVP by Nov. 11.  

 “For as in one 
body we have 
many parts, 
and all the 

parts do not 
have the same 

function, so 
we, though 

many, are one 
body in 

Christ and 
individually 
parts of one 

another.”  
 

Romans 12: 4-5 

Sunday, January 8th at 2pm  
“Nollaig na mban” or 
“Women’s Christmas” is an 
Irish tradition, celebrated on 
the Epiphany of the Lord, in 
which women gather in each 
other's homes or local pub 
for relaxation and celebration 
after the long holiday. Come 
join in this special Irish 
tradition, with special gifts to 
celebrate your hard work and 
dedication to your families, 
and learn about the Feast of 
the Epiphany from our 
Ireland-native pastor, Fr. 
James. 

Also, save the date for 
Evening Prayer and the Song 
of Songs with Fr. Shaun, 
Thursday, February 16 at 
6:30pm in church. 

For more information about 
the Women's Faith and 
Fellowship Group, please 
contact Kelly Hernandez at 
(734) 821-2122 or 
khernandez@stfrancisa2.org.  
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 P A R I S H  G R O U P S  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S  

Preparing for Advent 
Friday, Nov. 18th  

10am in the chapel 
 
Join us for prayer and 
reflection as we get 
ready for this busy and 
beautiful season! 
Childcare is provided. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The M.O.M.S. group 
meets the 1st and 3rd 
Fridays of every month. 
Through prayer, 
presentations and shared 
experiences, we help each 
other understand and 
nurture God's presence in 
our lives, our families and 
our homes.  All are 
welcome.  
 
For details, please email 
us at: stfrancismoms@ 
umich.edu or find us on 
Facebook. 

January 13, 7-9pm & January 14, 10am- 4pm  
Grieving with Great Hope is a weekend 
grief support workshop that offers a 
prayerful, practical and personal 
approach for anyone who is mourning 
the loss of a loved one. If you have lost 
a spouse, a child (including pregnancy 
loss), a grandchild, a parent, another 
family member or a friend, you are 
encouraged to attend. Presenters are 
John and Sandy O’Shaughnessy from 
Good Mourning Ministry, a Catholic 
bereavement organization. 

The workshop will take place Friday 
January 13, from 7-9pm in church and 
Saturday, January 14, from 10am– 4pm 
in the Parish Activities Center. 

Registration is $15 before January 6, 
$20 after. To register, please visit 
stfrancisa2.com or visit the parish 
office. For more information, contact 
Kelly Hernandez at (734) 821-2122 or 
khernandez@stfrancisa2.org. 

B l e s s e d   
are those who mourn, 

for they will be  

c o m f o r t e d . 
 

Matthew 5:4  
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P A R I S H  G R O U P S  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S  

Explore the Beatitudes through film  

Come contemplate the Beatitudes of 
Jesus through modern films.  Based on 
the ideas of Jesuit Fathers John Pungente 
and Monty Williams in their books Finding 
God in the Dark I & II, a film has been 
assigned to each of the eight Beatitudes. 
Fr. Shaun will distribute questions for 
reflection before each film and invite the 
audience into a prayerful and particular 
viewing of the film. After the film, the 
audience is welcome to remain with Fr. 
Shaun and discuss the film and the 
themes, feelings, and questions that arise 
during the movie. Rediscover the 
Beatitudes through cinema, and 
encounter God and each other. 

The film series is perfect for people of all 
ages and backgrounds. Each film is 
appropriate for people ages 16+. Students 
younger than age 16 should be 
accompanied by parents. Some of the 
films are shown with English subtitles. 
Bring a neighbor, colleague, or classmate 
to a film night as a way of introducing 
them to our parish community. 

Films will begin at 6:30pm in the school 
library and hearty snacks will be 
provided.  A $1 donation is suggested to 
help defray the cost of the food during 
each film.  You are also welcome to bring 
comfy cushions, etc. 

 

Jan. 17 – The Poor in Spirit – Water 

Jan. 24 - Those Who Mourn – Blue 

Feb. 7 - The Meek – Keys to the 
House 

Feb. 14 - Those Who Hunger & 
Thirst For Righteousness – 
Syriana 

Feb. 21 - The Merciful – Wit 

Mar. 14 - The Pure of Heart – 
Whale Rider 

Mar. 21 - The Peacemakers –  
Hotel Rwanda 

Apr. 4 - The Persecuted –  Imitation 
Game  
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 L I T U R G I C A L  C E L E B R A T I O N S  

Sunday, January 15, 2017, at 5pm  
While he was not a Catholic himself, we 
celebrate the life and work of Martin 
Luther King Jr. because his goals are 
completely aligned with the themes of 
Catholic Social Teaching: the life and 
dignity of all people; the call to 
community participation and inclusion of 
all Americans, regardless of their skin 
color, in our democracy; the duty to 
advocate for those who are 
downtrodden, putting the needs of the 
poor and vulnerable first; and solidarity in 
our one human family, regardless of 
racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological 
differences. The National Holiday is 
observed annually on the third Monday of 
January.  Reverend King's actual birthday 
is January 15. 

Join St. Francis of Assisi Parish as we 
celebrate and honor the life of the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
through scripture and song, to recognize 
his good efforts and advancement of our 
Human Rights and Civil Rights. 

The choir from our sister parish Corpus 
Christi, Detroit, under the direction of 
Michelle Baines, will join us for our 
celebration. We will enjoy a delicious 
dinner in the PAC before our friends from 
Detroit say farewell. 

Sign up to eat and help with the dinner by 
contacting Scott Wright 
swright@stfrancisa2.org or (734) 821-
2121. 

Saturday, January 7, 2017, 5pm 

Celebrate Mass in the Polish language with Choir Filareci from Hamtramck, 
Michigan, singing traditional kol dy, Christmas carols. Mass will be followed 
by a light reception in our Parish Activities Center. All are invited to bring 
baked goods to share. 

The Polish community has been enjoying this tradition at St. Francis for more 
than 30 years. It is organized by the Polish American Congress, Ann Arbor 
Chapter - annarborpolonia.org.   

Questions? Contact: Scott Wright, (734) 821-2121 or swright@stfrancisa2.org  

 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Nobel Peace Prize 
Acceptance Speech 
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This quarterly newsletter was printed as a courtesy by J.S. Paluch Company, Inc –  
our weekly bulletin publisher  (800-621-5197 or www.jspaluch.com) 

S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  

Evangelization in this 
world is a hands-on 

experience.  While we 
are standing with a 

grieving sister or 
brother, sharing hope 

in our Lord Jesus’ 
Resurrection, we 
witness how God 
meets all of our 

needs.  We especially 
see God present in 
times of weakness 
when we engage in 

these works of mercy: 
counseling the 

doubtful, instructing 
the ignorant, 

admonishing the 
sinner, comforting the 

sorrowful, forgiving 
injuries, bearing 

wrongs patiently, 
praying for the living 

and the dead, burying 
the dead, visiting the 

sick, sheltering the 
homeless, feeding the 
hungry, giving drink to 
the thirsty, visiting the 

prisoners & giving 
alms to the poor.  

Give to God What Belongs to God (Matt 22:21)  
Each year, volunteers prepare federal and 
state tax returns for over 100 clients, with 
refunds totaling over $100,000. Many 
members of the community rely on this 
service, which takes place on Saturdays in 
February through April at the St. Francis 
Parish Office. 

The refunds our clients receive are used 
to pay rent and other bills, purchase 
household items and fund 
education.  Many people are afraid to file 
taxes because they do not understand 
how to prepare the required forms.  With 
your dedication to the tax assistance 
program, our clients are able to get the 
necessary help they need to get these tax 
refunds.   

Volunteer as tax preparer at St. Francis 
and assist lower income families obtain 
Michigan tax credits by helping them 
complete basic income tax forms.  We 
provide the training. Call Scott Wright at 
(734) 821-2121. Bilingual individuals 
encouraged to join too. 

• November 5-13, 2016: Food Drive for Local Pantries 

• November 25, 2016 - December 19, 2016: Giving Tree Gift Sharing  

• December 6, 2016: Christmas Dinner Party for Charity, 5:30pm, PAC  

To volunteer, contact Scott Wright at swright@stfrancisa2.org or  (734) 821-
2121. 

¡Buscamos Asistentes para Declaraciones 
de Impuestos! ¿Le gusta ayudar a los 
demás? 

La Parroquia de San Francisco busca volun-
tarios para ayudar a familias de bajos in-
gresos obtener créditos tributarios de 
Michigan y para asistir en la preparación 
de formularios básicos de declaración de 
impuestos. Proporcionamos el entre-
namiento necesario y la oportunidad de 
usar los conocimientos en los sábados de 
febrero a abril.     ¿Interesado? Regístrese 
en el sitio web de St. Francis o contacte a 
Scott Wright (734) 821-2121.  
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 S T .  F R A N C I S  P A R I S H  S C H O O L  

“I wish not 
merely to be 

called 
Christian, but 

also to be 
Christian.” 

 
-St. Ignatius of 

Antioch 

The Return of the Challenge 
Currently assisting over twenty families 
(30 students) with the cost of school 
tuition, our Hopes and Dreams fund has 
become an indispensable part of our 
community sharing.  Established in 2014 
with a generous donation of $40,000 per 
year for eight years, and built on an 
annual matching challenge, the fund 
allows us to grow our school enrollment 
by helping families fulfill the dream of a 
full Catholic elementary education. 

Now entering its fourth year, the 
challenge returns and we need your help 
to meet our 2017 goal!  On the weekend 
of February 4/5 we will celebrate our 
annual Hopes and Dreams weekend with 
our school community. All gifts and 
pledges are welcome and they can be in 
any amount. Come and join us as we 
celebrate our parish school, and pledge 
to assist all who need a little financial 
help! 

For more information on our Hopes and 
Dreams fund, call Colleen Pierce in the 
Development Office at (734) 821-2208 or 
visit our parish website: http://
stfrancisa2.com/school-community/
giving-alumni/hopes-and-dreams.  
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Our Hispanic Ministry is thriving 
In keeping with the meaning of the word 
catholic -from the Greek katholikos: 
universal, complete, whole- and to 
celebrate the beautiful diversity of our 
Parish family, the Sunday 5pm Mass is 
now celebrated in both English and 
Spanish. 

The pastoral team has worked diligently to 
set up a Spanish component to each of 
our ministries. These are just a few of the 
options we provide for Spanish speakers 
of all ages to grow in the faith and love for 
Christ: 

• Spanish immersion preschool 
• English-Spanish interpreting services 

for St. Francis Catholic School parents 
• Sacrament preparation for children 

and adults 
• Quinceañera celebrations 
• Adult formation and small groups 
• Bilingual choir 

If you know of anyone who might benefit 
from these opportunities, want to join our 
email list or, if you are bilingual and feel 
called to serve in this beautiful ministry, 
please contact 
hispanicministry@stfrancisa2.org. 

Tenemos varios 
recursos en español 
para ayudar a niños y 
adultos a crecer en la 
fe: 

• Misa bilingüe los 
domingos a las 5pm 

• Clases de doctrina 
• Grupos de lectura 
• Preparación para 

recibir los 
sacramentos 

• Emails informativos 
• Eventos de 

convivencia 
• Y más… 

Si quieres hacer 
voluntariado con 
nosotros, o si nosotros 
te podemos servir en 
algo, escríbenos a: 
hispanicministry 
@stfrancisa2.org.  

  

Would you be more comfortable 
conversing in Spanish for questions 
about Religious Education classes, 
Spanish immersion preschool, First 
Eucharist, Confirmation, or 
Quinceañera formation?  Please call 
Helena Bichakjian, RE assistant 
secretary in the Religious Education 
Office, on Thursdays, Fridays (10am- 
4pm) or Sunday (9:30am- 12:30 pm) at 
(734) 821-2130.   
 
Horario de atención en español en la 
oficina de Educación Religiosa 
(formación para niños, clases 
de español para niños en edad 
preescolar, Primera Comunión, 
Confirmación o Quinceañera): Jueves y 
viernes (10am- 4pm) o 
domingo (9:30am- 12:30pm) al (734) 
821-2130, con nuestra asistente Helena 
Bichakjian. 
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Please note: All Christmas Masses will be held in the main church (none in the PAC).  
 

Weekday Masses during Advent will be celebrated in the Church at 9:15am. Friday Mass will only be at 
8:15am starting December 1 and will be held in the Church on school days, otherwise in the Chapel. 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
Masses: 

Wednesday, December 7, 7pm Vigil  
Thursday, December 8, 9:15am and 7pm  

 
Mary, Mother of God Masses: 

Saturday, December 31 at 5pm 
Sunday, January 1 at 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 
and 12:30pm.  
No 5pm Mass today.  

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 Masses: 
4pm, 6pm, 8pm, and 10:30pm. (Caroling 
begins at 10pm. The 10:30 Mass is also live-
streamed and will be available to view 
anytime.)  No 5pm Mass today.  

 
Christmas Day, Dec. 25 Masses: 

9:30am and 11:30am.  
No 5pm Mass today.  

 


