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The Canticle 
OF ST. FRANCIS 

Please set aside Saturday, November 
5 for dinner and conversation with 
Bishop Earl Boyea on the Jubilee Year 
of Mercy.  We’ll gather following the 
5pm Mass (6:15 pm) in the Parish 
Activities Center (PAC). Together 
we’ll prepare to close this holy year 
and look with anticipation to the Holy 
Spirit’s work in the future. The 

enjoyment of your company and your 
support is requested. 

Please help us plan by indicating your 
attendance at our website 
STFRANCISA2.com or by contacting 
Ellen Ward at ward@stfrancisa2.org 
or (734) 821-2132, or Scott Wright at 
swright@stfrancisa2.org or  
(734) 821-2121.  

Jubilee Year Dinner and Conversation on November 5 

JOIN BISHOP EARL BOYEA 

The Jubilee Year of Mercy 
continues through the Solemnity 

of Christ the King on November 20. 
Please check our website, 

STFRANCISA2.com, for more 
Jubilee dinners and events this fall. 

THE JUBILEE OF MERCY CONTINUES 
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Seek to Dedicate Yourself to the Lord’s Love 
ENCOUNTER GOD’S MERCY J U B I L E E  Y E A R  O F  M E R C Y  

If you have not already done so, consider 
seeking out and crossing the threshold of a 
holy door of mercy. Some holy doors are quite 
elaborate, while others are plain, but 
regardless of the appearance of the door, each 
one allows us the opportunity to experience 
and dedicate ourselves to Christ. A good 
website that lists the designated holy doors 
can be found at: https://
catholicpilgrimagesites.wordpress.com/holy-
doors-of-mercy 

How do you cross the threshold of the holy 
door?  When you arrive: 
1. Take a moment to place yourself into the 

presence of God. 
2. Pray the prayer for the Jubilee Year of 

Mercy. (See the prayer box on page 3). 
3. Be ready to leave behind all that keeps 

you from a closer relationship with God.  
Place your trust in God. 

4. As you walk through the door, pause for a 
second on the threshold, entrusting 
yourself and your intentions to God. You 
may wish to make the Sign of the Cross. 

5. After you walk through the Holy Door of 
Mercy, make a firm commitment to Christ 
who blesses you with the abundant grace 
of God’s love and mercy. 

6. Live the life of a disciple of Jesus Christ: 
Worship God at Sunday Mass, pray daily, 
confess regularly your wrongdoings, and 
engage in the works of mercy, always 
striving with the help of God for love as 
the highest and most central message 
shown through, with, and in your life. 

For a plenary indulgence, complete the 
following requirements: 1) Enter through the 
Holy Door; 2) Celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation; 3) Pray for the intentions of the 
Holy Father; 4) Celebrate Mass with holy 
Communion; 5) Pray the Creed. 

“To cross the 
Holy Door is the 

sign of a true 
conversion of our 
heart. When we 
cross that Door it 

is good to 
remember that 
we must also 

have the door of 
our heart wide 
open. I stand 

before the Holy 
Door and I ask: 

‘Lord, help me to 
open wide the 

door of my 
heart!’” 

 
-Pope Francis 

Wednesday Audience,  
December 16, 2015 

Above, pilgrims from St. Francis 
Parish travel to the holy door at 
Holy Rosary Cathedral in Toledo. 
Below, parishioners visit the Holy 
Door at Los Andes, Chile. 
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Consider Volunteering to Assist Homebound Ministers  
MOBILE HOLY DOOR OF MERCY 

We are looking for volunteers to assist our 
homebound ministers in offering the 
opportunity for our elderly, sick, and 
homebound to cross the threshold of the 
holy door of mercy in their current 
residences or in bed. During this 
extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope 
Francis encourages us to especially 
remember those who are homebound so 
that they too are able to participate in this 
Jubilee Year and “experience the love of 
God who consoles, pardons, and instills 
hope.” 

We will be visiting our homebound and 
offering the rite for the holy door as part 
of the regularly scheduled Communion 
services.  Visits including the holy door 
ritual will take place from early September 
to late October.  While most visits take 
place during the week, some openings are 
available on the weekends, enabling 
families to also volunteer. You may also be 
interested in offering the ritual for your 
own family members or loved ones. The 

ritual is simple and training is provided. 
Volunteers go with our homebound 
ministers and with the blessing and 
support of Fr. James and the St. Francis 
parish community. 

Please let us know of your interest by 
contacting Scott Wright at (734) 821-2121 
or swright@stfrancisa2.org or Ellen Ward 
at ward@stfrancisa2.org or (734) 821-
2132. 

Spiritual Works  of Mercy 
• Admonish the sinner. 
• Instruct the ignorant. 
• Counsel the doubtful. 
• Comfort the 

sorrowful. 
• Bear wrongs 

patiently. 
• Forgive all injuries. 
• Pray for the living and 

dead. 

 Corporal Works  of Mercy 
• Feed the hungry. 
• Give drink to the 

thirsty. 
• Clothe the naked. 
• Shelter the homeless. 
• Visit the sick. 
• Visit the imprisoned. 
• Bury the dead. 

J U B I L E E  Y E A R  O F  M E R C Y  

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful like the 
heavenly Father, and have told us that whoever sees you 
sees Him. Show us your face and we will be saved. 

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being 
enslaved by money; the adulteress and Magdalene from 
seeking happiness only in created things; made Peter weep 
after his betrayal, and assured Paradise to the repentant 
thief. 

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words 
that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: “If you knew the 
gift of God!” 

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God 
who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and 
mercy: let the Church be your visible face in the world, its 

Lord risen and glorified.  

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in 
weakness in order that they may feel compassion for those 
in ignorance and error:  let everyone who approaches them 
feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. 

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its 
anointing, so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of 
grace from the Lord, and your Church, with renewed 
enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor, proclaim 
liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight to 
the blind.   

We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of 
Mercy, you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit for ever and ever. Amen. 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY PRAYER BY POPE FRANCIS 

#MercyinMotion is the theme for the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ observance 
of the Jubilee Year of Mercy.  
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 P A R I S H  L I F E  

Sunday, September 11th after the 12:30pm Mass 

JOIN US AT THE PARISH PICNIC 
Come meet, greet and join in the 
fun at the Parish Picnic.  

We'll provide the hamburgers, hot 
dogs, beverages, and plenty of 
entertainment! Please bring a side 
dish, fruit or vegetable tray, or dessert 
to share.  

This year, the various ministries and 
small groups at St. Francis will be 
hosting fun activities. Bring your 
friends and family!  

All men are invited to join us for evening prayer on the feast of St. Padre Pio, 
Friday, September 23rd at 6:30pm in church. Afterwards, join our own 
Padres, Fr. James and Fr. Shaun, for beer, brats, and camaraderie. Let us 
know you’re coming at stfrancisa2.com/sign-up-forms. 

“Prayer is the best weapon we possess. It is the key that opens the 
heart of God.” –Padre Pio 

BEER AND BRATS WITH THE PADRES  

Growing in age and 
grace we invite our 

peers to share the faith 
and serve Christ in a 

variety of ways, 
especially through our 
parish.  We also look 
forward to enjoying 

the following activities.   
Help us plan by signing 
up at stfrancisa2.com 
or call (734) 821-2121. 

 
Tuesday, Sept. 13, 
after the 9:15am 
Mass:  
Let’s share our time 
and our faith during 
the Chain of Lakes Boat 
Tour and lunch at 
Zukey Lake Tavern 
(Pinkney). 
 
Tuesday, Nov. 15, 
after the 9:15am 
Mass: 
Join us for a Traditional 
Thanksgiving Meal & 
Rosie the Riveter 
(Darlene Imus) on the 
Yankee Air Force 
Museum, Belleville, 
MI.  

SENIORS AT  ST. FRANCIS  (55 & FASTER) 
VOLUNTEER! Can you lend some of your 
time to help make the picnic a success? 
Sign up on the St. Francis website: 
stfrancisa2.com/sign-up-forms or contact 
Kelly Hernandez at 
khernandez@stfrancisa2.org. 
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This quarterly newsletter was printed as a courtesy by J.S. Paluch Company, Inc –  
our weekly bulletin publisher  (800-621-5197 or www.jspaluch.com) 

R E L I G I O U S  E D U C A T I O N  

“Mercy is a 
journey 

that begins 
from the 

heart and 
proceeds to 
the hands 

through 
works of 
mercy.” 

 
-Pope Francis, 

August 10, 
2016 

 
See more at 

Instagram.com/
franciscus 

 

2016-2017 Religious Education Classes Forming 
REGISTER YOUR CHILD NOW  

“We give our hands to serve and our 
hearts to love and that is the 
beginning of holiness.”  -St. Teresa of Calcutta   
To know of the love of the Lord is a great 
treasure that we give to our children and 
grandchildren. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church tells us, “Education in 
the faith by the parents should begin in 
the child's earliest years… The parish is 
the Eucharistic community and the heart 
of the liturgical life of Christian families; 
it is a privileged place for the catechesis 
of children and parents” (CCC 2226).  

If your child is not enrolled in St. Francis 
Parish School, please register for 
Religious Education classes.  

Classes for children in grades preschool 
through 8th grade, including sacramental 
preparation, begin the last week of 
September. Please register online at 
STFRANCISA2.com or pick up a form at 
the Parish or Religious Education offices.  

Every child is entitled to an education in 
the Faith. If finances or language spoken 
in the home make things difficult for you 
or your child, please let us know.  

For more information, please contact us 
at stfreled@stfrancisa2.org or (734)821-
2130 or Ellen Ward, Director at 
ward@stfrancisa2.org. 

Above, students learn about Christ together. 
Below, first communicants prepare to 

receive the Eucharist. 
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 S P I R I T U A L  F O R M A T I O N  

Join the Women’s Faith & 
Fellowship- Wednesday, 
September 14th at 7pm 
for a celebration of the 
life of Mother Teresa, 
who will be canonized on 
September 4th.  

Come hear from Beth 
Spizarny about Blessed 
Teresa of Calcutta’s work 
with the poorest of the 
poor and the example she 
shows of putting mercy 
into action. Beth spent 9 
months working with the 
Missionaries of Charity in 
Calcutta and helped 
catalog articles and letters 
for her canonization. Also, 
hear from our parish St. 
Vincent Service 
Committee on the various 
ways mercy is put into 
action here at St. Francis. 
RSVP at stfrancisa2.com/
sign-up-forms.  

WOMEN’S FAITH & FELLOWSHIP  Small Groups will begin the week of October 9th  
CONNECT WITH OTHER PARISHIONERS 

As we wrap up the Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, we continue to 
contemplate God’s Mercy and strive to 
put mercy into action in our own lives. 
Beautiful Mercy, by Matthew Kelly and 
twenty-six other contributors, reflects 
on the spiritual and corporal works of 
mercy, reflecting on the power of 
God’s mercy and offering practical 
ways in which every person can 
become an instrument of God’s mercy, 
reaching out to those most in need of 
God’s love.  

Are you divorced? Please join us at the Catholic Divorce Survival Group, a  
12-week group which begins Monday, September 19 at 7pm in the school library.  
 
Each meeting will feature a 30-minute film on such topics as shock, denial, anger, 
grief, guilt, forgiveness, money, the courts, the kids, the ex-spouse, annulment, 
dating, sexuality, spirituality, remarriage or staying single, and much more. The 
cost is $25 for the entire 12 week program and includes a Personal Survival Guide. 
Find comfort, counsel and healing with others on the same journey. Whether you 
got divorced ten days ago or ten years ago, this program offers valuable insights 
for everyone. For questions, contact Jeff at (734) 678-0995. 

Small groups provide an opportunity 
for parishioners to connect to one 
another. If you’ve been feeling “lost in 
the pews” at St. Francis, maybe God is 
calling you to join a small group this 
fall. Groups meet in participants’ 
homes or at the parish at various 
times during the week.  

To sign up for a small group, visit 
stfrancisa2.com/sign-up-forms or 
email Kelly Hernandez at 
khernandez@stfrancisa2.org. 
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Working Together in The Year 
of Mercy and Beyond 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Once again it is my pleasure to present to you our annual parish report for the year 2015 to 2016. As you will see 
this past year has been a very active and busy one for our community of faith and my thanks go to all who were 
involved in making it so successful. Here we have highlighted just a few of the many events and activities we have 
organized and celebrated in this ongoing Jubilee Year of Mercy. It is my hope that this will give you an overview of 
what we have tried to achieve.  The fact that this is a Jubilee Year has certainly added another dimension to all of 
our activities and has given us a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and share God’s mercy. If you have not yet 
turned your focus to the Jubilee Year, I invite you to consider joining the Holy Father and all of us in celebrating this 
great gift of mercy, revealed to us in Christ. 
  
Please enjoy this annual report, which again comes to you as part of the Canticle. Taken together we hope they will 
encourage you to engage all the more with your community of faith and to be part of this ever-growing dynamic 
parish. When you have finished you might even pass it on to others, especially those who are searching for a family 
of faith. Remember there is no greater gift you can give another than the gift of a relationship with Christ and those 
who belong to him, and in this Jubilee Year it will certainly make a real difference. Here at St. Francis we cherish that 
sacred relationship and welcome all who seek to join us. It is our joy to share Christ and our faith with others. Let 
them know that there is no obstacle that cannot be overcome! So go on: invite your family and friends to join us! 
Christ is waiting and so are we! Together let us share God’s mercy and love with others. 
 
Fr. James Conlon 
Pastor 

To the People of St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

Evangelization 

“You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and 
you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Lev 19:34) 

St. Francis Church strives to welcome everyone joyfully as brothers and sisters in 
Christ, sharing the gift of our faith and the blessings of our community. 

St. Francis Church is in the process of rebuilding its website to make it more informative, welcoming, and user-
friendly. Our social media presence increased significantly this year on Facebook and Instagram. Also new this year 
is a welcome kiosk, located in the gathering area, which provides information to visitors. 

The pastoral team created a comprehensive plan to reach out to our Hispanic brothers and sisters, a growing group 
within our parish family. Some of the activities sponsored by the Hispanic Ministry in the last year included a Day of 
the Dead (All Souls Day) Mass in Spanish with a reception, a bilingual Mass for the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
with a reception, and a cultural fair representing the many different countries of origin of our Hispanic community. The 
St. Francis Religious Education office facilitated preparation for the Quinceañera culminating in both bilingual and 
Spanish Masses. Members of St. Francis made a pilgrimage to the Jubilee Door of Mercy at Holy Rosary Cathedral 
in Toledo, that included being hosted for breakfast and Mass by Fr. Molina and our Hispanic brothers and sisters of 
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Toledo. 



“When you did it for the least of these, my brothers and sisters, you did it for me.” (Mt 25:40) 
 
Outreach to the vulnerable in our community is central to the Christian way of life.  Some of 
our service projects this year included weeks of service with Alpha House Shelter, seasonal 
food drives, the Christmas Giving Tree (photo left) and Re-Gift Box, the CROP Walk to raise 
funds for Faith in Flint, and Donate a Day for service to seniors. Our Gardens and Grounds 
Grooming group completed an action plan to coordinate the many gardens on our campus. 
Our Stephen Ministry held a 50-hour training culminating in 10 new commissioned Stephen 
Ministers. The senior citizens group developed a new “Go Out for a Meal” series of 
restaurants, one each month. 

Special collections included: 
$5,352 for a new dormitory at St. Joseph Academy Primary School in 

Kakamega, Kenya 
$4,334 to support the Dominicans in Iraq 
$6,000 to support Friends of the Master, a prisoner rehabilitation 

organization 
$3,418 for Arbor Woman pregnancy counseling center 
$18,304 raised through our Lenten drive for the Diocese of Kottappuram 

in India, with which we are developing a strong, binding friendship. 
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Worship 

In our celebration of the Mass we become one with the Risen 
Christ. St. Francis Church seeks to enhance participation in the 
liturgy and to offer all an opportunity to share their talents for the 
glory of God. 

New liturgical decorations this year included two Mercy Quilts, 
handmade by four parishioners, depicting the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy, along with a Mercy Banner hung on the 
front of the bell tower. Students at St. Francis Parish School, under the direction of the art 
teacher, prepared a Door of Mercy that has been on display next to the altar. Cayla Samano 
made a new stable for our Christmas crèche in the church. 

The sound system in the church has been upgraded with a new digital mixer 
board to better facilitate our parish worship experience. 

New liturgical ministers trained this year include 20 Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion, 6 Altar Assistants, 4 Lectors, and 18 Altar Servers. 
Updated training materials and serving guidelines are available for all 
liturgical ministers. 

"Where two or 

three are gathered 

together in my 

name, there am I 

in the midst of 

them" (Mt 18:20) 

Social Justice 



Education and Formation for All 

Our Parish School 
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As a pilgrim people journeying together towards Heaven, we witness to one another 
and support each other in faith. St. Francis Church and School seek to help all our 
members grow in knowledge and relationship with Jesus Christ and his Church. 

Highlights of the year included: 
 Biennial Parish Mission: Jubilee Door of Mercy with Stephen Binz 
 Annual Parish Picnic 
 School of Discipleship courses offered on the Early Church Councils, and 

the Resurrection accounts in the Gospels. 
 Trunk n’ Treat event with biblical themes designed by middle school youth 
 Bible Study offered two times a week on the Gospel of Luke 
 Women’s Retreat at the Weber Center 
 Assisi Lectures: Stories of Hope held on two evenings in October as part of 

our annual celebration of our patron 
 Talk by Brother Guy Consolmagno, the Director of the Vatican Observatory 
 10 different Jubilee Year of Mercy dinner and talk events 
 2 family pilgrimages to Holy Doors of Mercy 
 Grieving in Great Hope retreat offered for those who have lost a loved one 
 5 meetings of the Women’s Faith and Fellowship group with topics such as 

Celtic Spirituality, and Balance with Grace, as well as Taizè Prayer and a 
Baby Shower benefiting local pregnancy centers 

 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion commissioning workshop 
 The Way of the Cross event on Good Friday, planned and conducted by 

our high school Youth Group  
 7 Evenings of Prayer for our young adults, followed by a shared meal. 
 Fr. James led a group of young adult parishioners to Krakow, Poland for World Youth Day with Pope Francis. 

 
Our parish Religious Education program has also purchased new catechetical resources and children’s learning 
materials that will be accessible to all through the school and church libraries. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish School had a busy year as well. Students and parents 
grew in their faith through service projects with ChadTough, Alpha House, the Flint 
water crisis, assisted living homes and our parish  homebound. Our school held 
workshops on bullying. A new weekly class for 7th and 8th grades facilitated 
discussion on our relationship with Christ, and encouraged students to remain 
involved with the parish in their high school years and beyond. This year the social 
studies curriculum was reviewed by faculty; new materials will be purchased for 
next school year. New computers were purchased for the elementary lab and a five
-year technology plan was created for 2016-2021. This summer, renovations 
include new windows in two classrooms, updates to middle school restrooms, and 
new flooring in the school office. NWEA assessment scores for the year rank St. 
Francis Parish School above the national and diocesan averages. 



Sharing our Financial Gifts 

“For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.” (Mt 6:21) 

The Parish Finance Council stewards our 
parish resources so that our ministries have 
the funds they need to achieve their 
objectives and our physical facilities are 
adequate for the needs of our parish. 

Plans continue for a new Parish Hall building. Requests for Proposal 
were sent to nine architectural firms and we received seven 
proposals in reply. After a proposal is selected, Fr. James will work 
with the newly-formed building committee to move forward with the 
planning and design process. 
 

Fundraising efforts for St. Francis Parish School 
continue to be very successful thanks to our 
generous donors, and the commitment of our many 
dedicated volunteers.  Total gross contributions 
(excluding outstanding pledges) to school 
operations, tuition assistance  (including our Hopes 
and Dreams Fund), and our Educational Trust Fund 

exceeded $305,000.   
 
Outgoing Business 
Manager David Barera 
(photo) served the 
parish faithfully for 19 
years. New Business 
Manager Michael Scott 
will begin work this 
summer.  

Remember the greatest gift we can give another is the gift of Christ! 

For lots more information about parish events, initiatives and 
fellowship learn more at our website: StFrancisA2.com  
 
Parish Year end Financial Statement.  Our parish year end 
financial statement has been posted to our website, and copies are 
available to pick up in our Parish Office. 
 
Parish Pastoral Plan.  Our Parish Pastoral Plan for 2015-2020 is 
being implemented.  It is also posted on our website. 

StFrancisA2.com           Have an idea? 

 
Your Pastor and Pastoral 
Team values your input for 
cont inued growth and 
improvement. Please contact 
Fr. James Conlon, at 
frjames@stfrancisa2.org  

 

God’s Blessings! 
 

 As many of you know Dave 
Barera retires this month after over 19 
years as our parish business manager. 
I want to thank him for his many years 
of service and his excellent oversight 
of our parish finances. As pastor I 
have been blessed by the wealth of his 
experience, wisdom and insight of our 
parish, which he has promised to 
continue to make available to us from 
the comfort of his armchair. I know 
that you will join me in wishing Dave 
every blessing in his retirement.  
     Fr. James 
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S P I R I T U A L  F O R M A T I O N  

Save the date for our Common Conference, Jan. 21 

GOD’S MERCY CONTINUES TO FLOW 
The Jubilee Year of Mercy may end on 
November 20, but God’s Mercy 
Continues to Flow. 

Do you believe you are a faith-filled 
Catholic but have gaps in your 
knowledge of the religion? Are you a 
“cradle Catholic” just going through the 
motions at Sunday Mass? 

Mark your calendars now and plan to 
attend the one-day parish conference to 
be inspired, to learn, to socialize with 
fellow parishioners in a casual setting. 
Come, grow deeper in your faith by 
learning more about it. We offer a wide 
range of topics appropriate for all adults 
and young people. Children pre-K 
through 5th Grade level are encouraged 
to attend sessions designed especially 
for them, and we will have child care for 
those 4 months through 3 years of age. 

Our 7th Parish Common Conference will 
be held Saturday, January 21. 

All Mothers are Invited to 
Join the Ministry of 
Mothers Sharing 
(M.O.M.S.) group Friday, 
September 16th for 
Mass and a potluck.  

Bring the kids and a dish 
to share and join us for 
the 9:15am Mass 
followed by a potluck 
and play time for the 
little ones.  

The M.O.M.S. group 
meets the 1st and 3rd 
Fridays of every month. 
Through prayer, 
presentations and shared 
experiences, we help 
each other understand 
and nurture God's 
presence in our lives, our 
families and our homes.  
All are welcome. For 
details, please email us 
at: stfrancismoms 
@umich.edu or find us 
on Facebook. 

Also, all families are 
invited to join us for 
Mass every 2nd and 4th 
Friday of the month at 
9:15am beginning Friday, 
October 14th. Mass will 
be in the church and all 
children are encouraged 
to come! Afterwards, the 
Mother & Child Network 
invites you to stay for a 
fun playgroup in the 
church nursery.  

FELLOWSHIP  FOR MOMS 

FALL BIBLE STUDY: ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 
Where can you find apostles, prophets, 
martyrs, philosophers, governors, kings, 
merchants, jailers, and sailors? In the most 
thrilling and adventurous book of the 
Bible! The Acts of the Apostles shows us 
Christianity lived for the first time. It takes 
us to some of the great cities of the 
ancient world. Ultimately, it invites us to 
see the adventure continue in our own 
lives. 

Join our Bible Study of the Acts of the 
Apostles this fall. We offer two options: 
Tuesday at 10am OR Thursday at 7pm. 
Register at stfrancisa2.com/sign-up-forms. 

“The Scriptures are shallow enough for a 
babe to come and drink without fear of 
drowning and deep enough for 
theologians to swim in without ever 
reaching the bottom.” - St. Jerome 

“Do not doubt, do not hesitate, never despair of the mercy of God.”   -St. Isidore of Seville 

PAGE    11 
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 S T .  F R A N C I S  P A R I S H  S C H O O L  

Teachers and staff gladly welcome back students  

A NEW SCHOOL YEAR 

School is back in full swing at St. Francis 
Parish School!  Students arrived on 
August 29 rejuvenated from summer 
break and ready to take on the challenges 
of a new school year.  We are so pleased 
to welcome back all of our returning 
students and many new faces as well!  
Several grade levels are full to capacity 
and our enrollment continues to grow 
each year.  The commitment to Catholic 
education by so many families and the 
tuition assistance provided by the Hopes 
& Dreams Fund are truly remarkable, and 
we are so grateful. 

As students returned to school, many of 
them donned the new uniforms that have 
been adopted for this school year.  
Everyone is looking very sharp in the 
polos, sweaters, and jumpers 
embroidered with the St. Francis logo, 
and now students are more ready than 
ever to focus on their studies! 

The middle-schoolers have encountered 
several changes and updates in their 
wing.  A block schedule is being 
implemented for the core curriculum 
classes so that teachers and students can 
devote more time to studying topics in 
depth. New laptops have replaced the 

desktop computers in the middle school 
computer lab and the bathrooms have 
received beautiful and functional 
upgrades. 

We are pleased that Mitra Dunbar will be 
joining our staff as the newest member of 
the middle school instructional team!  She 
will be teaching 8th grade Language Arts.  
We will also welcome a new art teacher 
to St. Francis. 

This year we are looking forward to 
partnering with the social justice ministry 
of our parish.  Scott Wright and other 
representatives of the ministry will come 
into classrooms to teach students the 
Catholic perspective on social justice as 
well as practical ways that they can serve 
our communities and each other.  This 
will provide students with a great 
opportunity to expand on the Works of 
Mercy they have been studying 
throughout this Jubilee Year of Mercy! 

We look forward to a great year full of 
faithful learning at St. Francis Parish 
School! 

On October 14 of 
this year we will 
welcome our 
Grandparents 
and Special 
Friends to join us 
at the school for 
Mass followed by 
fun in the 
classrooms!   

As a school, we 
always welcome 
this occasion to 
learn from our 
grandparents’ 
wisdom and 
faith. 

 
“Grandparents 
are a treasure, 
[they] pass on 

history, doctrine, 
faith, and they 

leave them to us 
as an 

inheritance.”   
-Pope Francis 

OCTOBER 14: GRANDPARENTS AND SPECIAL FRIENDS DAY 
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S T .  F R A N C I S  P A R I S H  S C H O O L  

 “What kind of work can be more noble than to cultivate the minds of young people, guarding it carefully, so that the knowledge and love of God and His holy precepts go hand-in-hand with learning?”  
 

- St. John Cantius 

Educational Trust Fund Benefit, October 8th  

ATTEND ‘RUBY’S JAZZY SPEAKEASY’  
Please join us on Saturday, October 8 at 
the Michigan Union Ballroom for the 
15th Annual Educational Trust Fund 
Benefit - Ruby’s Jazzy Speakeasy, 
beginning at 6pm.  I guarantee you will 
have a roaring good time at this festive 
affair which will be held on behalf of our 
parish school!   

During the all-inclusive event, we will 
honor two of our Educational Trust Fund 
founders, Bill and Sue Hermann. We will 
also enjoy a strolling dinner, an open bar 
for most of the evening, a spirited silent 
and live auction, and dancing to the Mike 
Sommerfeld Jazz Band for just $125.   

Become a member of the Educational 
Trust Fund Leadership Circle and receive 
two complimentary reservations to the 
Benefit.  The Leadership Circle is 
comprised of families who make a 5 year 
pledge to the Educational Trust Fund in 
the amount of $1,000 or more per 
year.  Since its inception in 2011, 
Leadership Circle donors have 
contributed nearly $275,000 to the 
ETF.  Their generosity helped the corpus 
first exceed $2,000,000 in 2015. 

Sponsors are also needed for the Benefit 
to help underwrite the many 
costs.  Sponsorships include a variety of 
publicity and advertising opportunities 
and they begin with a gift in the amount 

of $500.  Some sponsorships also include 
reservations to the event. 

Proceeds from the annual Benefit will 
help build the principal of the Educational 
Trust Fund, which St. Francis Parish 
established in 1987 to ensure the future 
of Catholic education at St. Francis 
School.  The principal is invested to 
generate interest, and each year a portion 
of the interest is transferred to the 
school’s operating budget to help defer 
tuition increases, work towards equitable 
teacher salaries, and provide educational 
materials. This year the award totaled 
$87,000, the highest ever.      

For more information, please contact 
Colleen Pierce in the Development Office 
at cpierce@stfrancisa2.org or (734) 821-
2208.  Visit www.stfrancisa2.com/etf to 
make an online ETF Benefit reservation or 
donation today! 

Kindest Regards, Mary Karen McClellan 
2016 ETF Benefit Chair 
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 S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  

GARDENS AND GROUNDS 

The St Francis property 
has many niches of 
outstanding potential for 
a sustainable and 
beautiful landscape. 
Some of these niches 
received some special 
attention as part of our 
care for God's creation. 

Thanks to all of our 
gardeners:   

• Terry MacLean (Rectory 
Gardens) 

• Jane Antosiak and 
Susan Bass (Mary 
Garden) 

• Nadine Brown 
(Memorial Garden) 

• Karen Cole (Front of 
Church and Peace 
Garden) 

• Kurt Deutschmann and 
Dave Barera (General 
Support and Other 
General Maintenance) 

And, we especially thank 
Mr. Erich Jensen, Master 
Gardener & our Parish 
Sustainable Garden 
Project and Native Plants 
Initiative coordinator.  

We invite individuals and 
group leaders to commit 
to caring for a specific 
small garden.   
Interested? Contact: 
Scott Wright at  
(734) 821-2121 or 
swright@stfrancisa2.org.   

Help us serve Christ in our midst 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
We need volunteer assistance at the 
following fall events: 

• Washtenaw CROP Hunger Walk 
Sunday, September 25   

• St. Francis Family Shelter at Alpha 
House, October 3-9 

• Food Drive November 5-13 
• Giving Tree Set-Up November 25 
• Christmas Party for a charity Tuesday, 

December 6 

Our St. Francis community leaders also 
invite you to consider helping with the 
ongoing ministries of the parish: 

• Food Pantry at Northside Community 
Center 

• Meals for the Hungry at Food 
Gatherers' Community Kitchen, in the 
Delonis Center 

• Nonviolent Communication Practice 
Group 

• Jail Ministry Teams (New Volunteer 
Orientation Saturday, October 22) 

Interested?  Contact Scott Wright at 
(734) 821-2121 or 
swright@stfrancisa2.org. THANKS FOR THE FRUITS OF YOUR LABOR 

Maintaining the great-looking Sustainable Gardens 
at St Francis of Assisi Parish is a team effort.  Contact 
our parish office to participate in our harvests and 
deliveries.    
 
The produce pictured here is just a small sample of 
all that we have delivered to Foundations Preschool 
Families.  Thank you all so much for your efforts: 
Katy Derezinski, Ann Marie & Erich Jensen, Julie 
Lavender, Sharon Sheldon, John, Patrick & Rose 
Sherry Family, Diane Wasielewski, and Julie White. 
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P A R I S H  E V E N T S  

This year’s trunk theme is the Works of Mercy 

TRUNK N’ TREAT FESTIVAL  
Join us for a Trunk n’ Treat Festival on 
Wednesday, October 26 at 6:30pm in the 
parking lot in front of the school. 

What:  Trunk n’ Treat is a festival of treats 
(car trunk to car trunk) and children’s 
games and activities. 

How:  Middle School and High School 
youth and families, please decorate the 
trunk of your car with the theme "Works 
of Mercy."  Parents, bring and park the car 
by 6:15pm.  We’ll have prizes for the best 
decorated car trunk! 

Where:  Parking lot in front of the school. 

When:  Wednesday, October 26 beginning 
at 6:30pm and lasting an hour or so! 

Questions or to RSVP for your Car Trunk:  
Contact Catherine Anderson at 
canderson@stfrancisaa.org or Andrew 
Kanitz at akanitz56@gmail.com or call the 
Religious Ed Office at (734) 821-2130. 

MY HOME IS YOUR HOME 
St. Francis Parish 
renovates homes with 
people in need.  Since 
1997 St. Francis 
members have helped 
build or rebuild 12 
houses in Washtenaw 
County. These houses 
are simple, decent and 
affordable homes for 
low-income families.  
We partner with 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Huron Valley to build 
strength, stability, self-
reliance, and shelter. 

The 2017 Habitat 
Catholic House 
Renovation will begin in 
early spring 2017 at a 
house in Ypsilanti 
Township. With your 
help, we will empower 
another local family to 
purchase a safe and 
affordable home in our 
community.  Support 
local families!  Make a 
financial contribution!   
Please make checks 
payable to St. Francis of 
Assisi Church (2150 
Frieze Ave., Ann Arbor, 
MI 48104), and note 
for: “Habitat House.” 

Our 2016 theme is the Works of Mercy. 
“We give our hands to serve and our 

hearts to love and that is the beginning 
of holiness.” (St. Teresa of Calcutta) 
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We celebrate our Parish Patron this October with 

two evenings of “Stories of Mercy.” The first will 

be October 4 with Evening prayer, a simple 

Italian dinner, and talks of mercy by parishioners. 

The second will be October 24 with Evening 

prayer, desserts, and talks of mercy, again by our 

own parishioners. Set aside at least one of these 

evenings to see how we can implement God’s 

mercy in our own lives! 

CELEBRATE OUR PARISH PATRON 


