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R.C.I.A.—Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
(and children too)

Earlier this year, a small group of 
Inquirers began meeting to start the 
process of becoming Catholic. Each 
weekly session opens with prayer 
followed by a passage from Scripture 
with reflection and discussion of that 
passage. These adults are encouraged 
to ask questions---any and all things 
Catholic are open for discussion every 
week.

By September, the Holy Spirit has 
blessed our parish with even more 
journeyers. We still spend time in prayer 
and Breaking Open the Word for the 
first hour, but our second hour is 
devoted to a presentation of a specific 
topic ranging from What Do Catholics 
Believe to Mary & the Saints, from 

Church Tour to Who’s Who in the Catholic Church, to the Meaning of the Mass 
just to name a few of the early topics. Literal food for the journey is provided by a 
whole roster of parishioners who bake or buy treats. 

The Rite of Acceptance marks the end of the Inquiry period in the RCIA. In 
preparation for this public celebration with the assembly, the men and women spend time at a Morning of 
Reflection—a mini-retreat—to focus on how the Spirit is guiding them and will continue to guide them on this 
road to the Easter Sacraments. 

On Sunday, November 11, we introduced all the catechumens and candidates to the assembly gathered at 
either the 8:45 or the 10:30 Masses. What is it they are accepting? First, they accept the Gospel. Through the 

prayers of the priest, and their own affirmation they accept the Word of God. Second, they 
accept the cross of Christ. Fr. Jim goes to each individual; they take the cross and are signed 
on the forehead. Then their sponsors complete the signing of the other senses. 

Now we ask you to keep these people in your prayers as they continue on the 
road to Easter and initiation into the Catholic Church. 

Another step on the journey 
to become Catholic 
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Mark Your Calendar : Winter 2012-2013

Advent Communal Penance Service
Thursday, December 20 at 7:00 p.m. in church 

CHRISTMAS 2012 MASSES
Christmas Eve-Monday, December 24

       5:00 p.m. (Children’s Liturgy)
       5:15 p.m. (in PAC)
       7:00 p.m. 
     10:30 p.m. (caroling at 10 pm)

Christmas Day-Tuesday, December 25 
       9:30 a.m. 
     11:30 a.m. 

NEW YEAR MASSES
Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

Monday, December 31 at 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 1 at 10:00 a.m.  

Now through December 16: Giving Tree Gifts. Help move 
gifts after weekend mass, call Scott Wright (821-2121) 

December 6:  Christmas Dinner Party for Perry Nursery 
School of Ann Arbor, 4:00 – 9PM /PAC/Scott Wright (821-
2121) 

December 8: Faith & Fantasy Series begins-Young Adults 
(20-30’s single or married) 7 pm, youth room, Jen Delvaux 
821.2126 

December 14:  Mother/Child Network/10 am– 12 noon/
Nursery/ Carol 734-769-1659 

December 15:  High School Youth Regional Christmas 
Party, for details -Jen Delvaux 821.2126. 

December 16: Living Nativity Procession, 6:30 PM, 
church, then Children's Christmas Festival.  Ellen Ward  
ward@stfrancisa2.org (821-2132) 

December 17:  Meditation Group every Monday at 7-8 PM / 
chapel / Paul Thompson (665-6802)

December 21:  M.O.M.S. Group 1st & 3rd Fridays at 10AM-
noon / chapel. Childcare too. Bree (734-904-4339) 

December 21: Serve A Meal for the Hungry (3rd Fridays)  
3PM or 5PM shift, Delonis Center Shelter, volunteers call 
Bridget McGillicuddy (665-9549) 

December 24 to January 6:  ReGift BOX / St. Francis Church 
main entrance / Scott Wright / 821-2121. 

January 8:  Senior Citizens Go Out to Breakfast @ 10:00 
A.M.  For location, call Scott Wright (821-2121). 

January 8:  Young Adult Ministry-most Tuesdays @ 7-9 PM, 
for location call Jen Delvaux (821-2126)  

January 11:  Mother & Child Network playgroup 2nd & 4th 
Fridays at 10AM-noon in nursery, Carol (734-769-1659) 

January 12:  Catholic Business Professionals Connection @ 
9:00-11 AM monthly, school library, Tom  (734-649-2655) 

January 12: Middle Singles Potluck dinner, 6:30 pm PAC,  Jen 
Delvaux 821.2126 

January 13: - High School Youth Group most Sundays at 
7PM /youth room / Jen Delvaux (821-2126) 

January 14:  Knitting - Shawl Ministry monthly / 7PM church 
library / Kathleen (717-0685) 

January 19:  Parish Common Conference
9AM-3:30PM, Saturday in the PAC & school. For 
Adults, Teens, Kids. Marty Lucas, 821-2125. 

January 19/Middle Singles visit Plymouth Ice Festival/ 4:30 
pm /location Jen Delvaux 821.2126 

January 25/26:  Scrapbooking Day.  / Fri 5:00 – 11:00 pm, Sat 
8:00 am – 10:00 pm / PAC / Melissa (734-418-2149) 

January 27:  St. Francis School PreK-8 OPEN HOUSE & 
New Student Registration, 1:30-4 PM stop in anytime. 
Ms. Fantone, principal (Office: 821-2200) 

February 2: Educational Trust Fund Benefit- “Diamonds & 
Denim”; Sheraton Hotel; Colleen Pierce, 734-821-2208. 

February 2 - April 13: Tax Assistance Program Saturdays from 
10:30AM to 12:30PM, Parish Office– by appointment only. 
Not Holy Sat, March 30. (Volunteer to prepare a tax return 
for a low income person, call Julie Soyer 734-821-2121) . 

February 10:  Lent Small Groups begin / Various days, times, 
locations / Janene Ternes 821-2122 

February 12: Senior Citizens’ Mardi Gras Party, 10AM in 
PAC, RSVP to Scott Wright (821-2121) 

February 13:  Ash Wednesday Masses
7:00 am,  9:15 am,  5:15 pm & 7:00 pm  

February 15:  Lent Fish Dinners on Fridays thru March 23 / 
5:00-7:30PM / PAC 

February 24: Parish Blood Drive, 8AM-2PM in PAC.  

March 8-10:  High School Youth Spring Retreat/Jen Delvaux 
821.2126. Register by Feb. 24 

March 15:  Business Professionals’ Breakfast Forum @ 7:00-
9AM in the PAC, Janene (821-2122) 

March 18-25: Rotating Shelter for Homeless Persons, Gym, 
Scott Wright (821-2121). 
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Big Church … Small Groups 

Learning to Facilitate a Small Group: 

Facilitators completed the fall training course in 
preparation to lead their next small group. 

Small Groups growing: 

This fall 11 small 
groups with more than 
100 people met in 
homes and at the 
parish to discuss the 

book, Tattoos on the Heart, by Gregory Boyle.  Participants 
ranged in age from their early twenties to early nineties, as well as 
covered a range of nationalities and 
marital status. Each person’s outlook and 
experience affected how they were moved 
by the book and generated wonderful 
sharing, learning and increased faith. 

 Sustainability Effort  
Eliminates Styrofoam 

The St. Francis of Assisi community has made a major change 
toward sustainable practices. Sunday morning Coffee and Donuts 
launched the program by eliminating all Styrofoam coffee cups 
and replacing them with compostable cups. Additionally, juice 
cups that were previously disposed of as 
trash are now being recycled. Adding 
emphasis to the effort, the 60th Anniversary 
Committee’s celebration for St. Francis 
School featured compostable coffee, 
beverage and wine cups along with 
compostable plates.  

The most challenging part of this change was becoming 
accustomed to the new receptacles and knowing where to place 
the empty cups. All St. Francis ministries are pursuing the change 
to compostable and recyclable products wherever possible. 
Congratulations to everyone at St. Francis for joining in the effort 
to care for God’s creation through the use of compostable and 
recyclable products!   



Winter 2012-2013 Page     4 Canticle of St. Francis 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School 
Celebrates 60 Years of Faith, Education and Service 

By:  Patti Dobbs, 60th Anniversary Co-Chair  
 with Susan Zill 

There are many people who contributed over 60 years to 
the vibrancy of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School.  God 
knows all of them, we do not.  We do 
know that in the fall of 1952 Fr. Leon 
Kennedy, the first pastor of St.  
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, 
and the Adrian Dominicans worked 
hand in hand with the founding 
families to welcome the first students 
to our school in grades one through 
seven.  The cost of tuition was $20.00 
per family.  Because there was no 8th

grade class that year, the first 
graduation was in the spring of 1954.  
Through their perseverance, the 
school was rooted in faith and has 
grown over the years.  The family 
commitment in those early years was 
evident.  Their first fundraiser was a 
“TV Social”, the grand prize being a 
black and white TV that raised over 
$2,000 to purchase playground 
equipment and a school bus. 

Over the years the school has added a fine arts program, a 
full service media center, a science lab and, oh yes, the 
second church was converted to a gym by the parents.  
There are electives for the middle school students and off 
site science programs at Storer Camp and Ship Trip as 
well as a Spanish curriculum.  The Heartbeats, a 
demonstration jump rope team sponsored by the American 
Heart Association, became a part of school life.  An 
afterschool athletic program continues to offer a wide 
range of sports opportunities.   Over the years the addition 
of kindergarten, preschool and an extended school 
program broaden the range of opportunities for God’s 
young people. You only have a well rounded curriculum 
and after school program with very dynamic teachers and 
supporting staff.  A greater tribute to the lasting impact of 
St. Francis could not be more evident than the fact that 
eight alumni are now on staff, including our principal. 

The parish continues to recognize our school as an 
important ministry of the parish.  Parishioners are 
welcome to celebrate weekly mass with the students.  
Grandparents, many who are parishioners, are welcomed 

biennially to a special day in their 
honor.  As our alumni register in their 
special on-line database they too will 
be invited to participate in the daily 
life of the school including future 

career fairs and 
reading month. 
Parents who have chosen our special 
school for their children continue to be 
very active in the life of the school 
through PTG, support of athletics and 
development activities.  Many very 
generous benefactors continue to 
financially support our endeavors 
including Gene Butman Ford and the 
anonymous donor who put up a 
matching $250,000 challenge gift a few 
years ago for the Summer Appeal.  Our 
Educational Trust Fund (ETF) continues 
to grow illustrating the commitment to 
the future life of our school. 
Please join with us in thanking God for 
60 years of Catholic education here at 
St. Francis of Assisi. 
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St. Francis Parish collected over 600 pairs of gently used, 
clean shoes.   Your Shoes continue "Opening Doors" for the 
poor children of Kenya and Uganda.  Running Shoes Keep 

Schools Running!  Education is the only hope for a better tomorrow 
for these needy children, yearning to go to school.   Learn more at: 
www.childrenwaitingeverywhere.org Thanks for the Shoes! 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic School 
students participated

in the parish-wide service project to help Children 
Waiting Everywhere, a charitable foundation.  
Throughout our school, children in 
all grades collected gently used 
and new shoes to help children in 
Kenya and Uganda.
 (Photos right) Mrs. Dickens’ 
first grade class, 1B, collected the 
most shoes with 59 pairs.  They 
received small carved wooden 
animals as tokens of appreciation from the children in Africa. 

Parish Shoe Drive for Students in Kenya & Uganda 

Parish Pictorial Directory: 
Arriving March 2013 

A big thank you to the 800+ families that took time to 
have their portrait taken this 
past summer and fall.  The 
directory staff has been busy 
collecting photos of parish 
ministries and committees. 
Many parish events and 
favorite images are also slated 
to be included in the directory. 

After the entire publication process is complete, we 
anticipate distributing the directories sometime in March 
2013.  At that time we will have complete details in the 
Forum, explaining to you how and where the directories 
will be available for pick up.

Those families that had a portrait taken will 
receive a directory FREE of charge.  If you 
were not able to have your portrait taken, a modest 
number of directories will be available for purchase. 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Sunday, January 27th

SCHOOL OPEN 
HOUSE

1:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

PreK—8 grades 
Stop in any time 

Questions, call 821-2200 
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From High School to Young Adults 

High School Youth!!! 

The youth ministry had a wonderful fall. 
With the start of a new year came a new 
group of freshmen and a great new mix of 
individuals. We’ve enjoyed Sunday nights 
of discussion, prayer, reflection and plenty 
of fun. 

Whether it was debating who should be 
a saint or playing a giant game of 
Apples to Apples, it has been a great 
fall.

On November 11 we went to Lansing to join about 1,000 other 
Catholic teens for the Diocesan Jamboree. We had a great 
keynote speaker, Jesse Manibussan. There were also fantastic workshops 
on topics ranging from social media to friendship to the stress of being a 
senior to just plain stress in general.  

With winter quickly approaching, we’re planning great things. We will be 
hosting the Advent prayer experience featuring the labyrinth. We also are heading to a regional Christmas party that 
will challenge us as we take part in a trivia night (with fabulous prizes of course). Then we’re also busy planning for our 
March 8-10 Retreat—so mark your calendars! 

Young Adult Retreat 

The young adult ministry spent this fall enjoying some changes and a 
wonderful retreat. 

We started out a new season with a new series on a new night.  We spent 
six weeks exploring our call and purpose in life. 

The fall retreat was a wonderful experience at FaHoLo Camp & 
Conference Center. We enjoyed beautiful, if a bit chilly weather as we 
dove into the question of what it means to love God with all our mind, all 

our soul, and all our 
strength.

We also have been busy 
planning our winter 
months. During Advent
we’ll spend some quieter 
time reflecting on scripture 
and related writings on 
Tuesday nights. Then, after 
the new year, we’re looking 
forward to a series on 
Faith & Fantasy: Tolkien, 
Lewis & Chesterton.
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Starting A New School Year in Religious Education 

For children’s faith formation and 
events, see the RE pages & calendar 
at www.stfrancisa2.com/religious-
education or call the RE 
office at 734-821-2130. 
(Left): Some of our 2012 
parish catechists and Children’s 
Liturgy leaders pose for a group 
photo.  Thank you to all the 
volunteers who came forward to 
teach the Faith to our children. 
(Below): After the completion of 
preparation for First Reconciliation, 
the children received their pins.

PreSchool
 (Above):  The young children in the 
Preschool Enrichment class enjoyed a trip to the 
pumpkin patch. 
 The Preschool Enrichment programs offers a 
first school experience for 3 year and 4 year old 
children and meets on Monday & Wednesday 
mornings and Tuesday & Thursday mornings. 
For more information on morning preschool for 
the young child, visit www.stfrancisa2.com/
religious-education and click on Preschool
Enrichment or contact Denise Cadavieco, head 
teacher (at denise@rc.net ). 

Living Nativity 
(Left): Mark your 
calendar for the Living 
Nativity Procession on 
Sunday, December 16 at 
6:30 p.m. beginning in 
church.    Come re-live 
the birth of Christ in 
spoken word, song, live 
animals, light acting and 
images of wonder and 
joy!
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Life, Service + Justice

Thank You from Hope Clinic 

The recent special collection at St. Francis Parish 
for Hope Clinic raised nearly $3,200.00 during 
August 2012. All the patients, clients, staff, and 
volunteers at Hope would like to sincerely thank St. 
Francis parishioners for your generosity!  Your 
contributions will be used to provide free medical 
and dental care, emergency food, and other social 
services to families and individuals in need in our 
community.

We are also grateful for your ongoing support of 
Hope Clinic through food donations, prayers, and 
individual volunteer help.  

God bless you! 

Elizabeth Ministry 
Over 100 women in St. Francis make 
themselves available to assist families 
in the parish community who need 
short term help.  The Elizabeth Ministry 
brings meals to parishioners who are 
welcoming a new baby, or who are 
recovering from an illness or an accident.  In some cases, 
we help with light housekeeping or household chores.  
We visit and respond lovingly and gently following the 
example of Elizabeth and Mary. 

Here is an excerpt from a recent note from one of our 
recipients:  “Thank you so much for helping us by bringing 
meals the week after our son was born. We have never 
appreciated warm, home-cooked meals so much, and it was so
helpful as we experienced the transition to parenthood. We 
hope that we will be able to give back to the community of St. 
Francis as our son continues to grow.” 

We invite you to join us in this heart-warming ministry.  
Please sign up at the parish website or call Scott Wright 
at 734-821-2121.  As the hymn says,  “All are welcome.” 

St. Francis Parish is blessed to have many 
parishioners who give of their time and money to 
help the residents at Alpha House.  Thanks to your 
efforts, we had a very successful week Oct 15-21 at 
Alpha House.  During the week Alpha House was 
filled to capacity: 17 residents (6 adults & 11 
children). Our 51 volunteers gave more than 170 
hours to help the residents.  The meals were 
delicious; the kids had great fun; the nights were 
quiet - no emergencies.  The families and staff 
members repeatedly expressed their great 

appreciation and thanks 
for all that you have done 
for them.

Thanks to all who 
participated especially our 
coo rd i na to rs :  Ma ry 
Hayden and Vicki Hatch, 
and those who helped 

with Shopping, Food 
Preparation, Children’s 
Activities, and staying 
Overnight:  Julie Allison-Conlin, Herbert Black, 
Robert Conlin, Barbara Dankert, Karen Digby, Ray 
Digby, Ehren Dirksen, Isabelle Dirksen, Patricia 
Dobbs, Rachel Girard, Katherine Goold, Colette 
Hamel, John Hamel, the Hayner Family, Crystal Heft, 
Jane Heibel, Anthony Helinski, Annabelle Herrada, 
Mary Herrada, Ed Hoffman, Lily Jungan, Kathleen 
Kaveh, Chris Kempton, Rosaleen Kirk, Stephen 
Lavender, Jane Levy, Alex MacKendrick, Katie 
Masterson, David, Cecilia, & John Miller, Christopher 
Mollo, Nathan & Catherine Pietryga, Beth Russell, 
Jonathan Russell, Mark Russell, Maya Savarino, 
Mark Sturgis, Adreanne Waller, Jonathan Waller, 
Conner Williams, Michael Williams, Scott Wright, 
Gerald Wrubel and students from Ann Arbor Open 
School.

Thanks for the Shelter at Alpha House! 



Winter 2012-2013      Page     9 Canticle of St. Francis 

November was Homelessness Awareness Month 

Art Display Hosted at St. Francis 
From November 3rd to 25th, St. Francis hosted an art installation to raise 
awareness about homelessness.  Called Searching for the Key, it 
was created by local artists Susan Clinthorne and Sally Thielen 
(whose work, Letters Home, was shown at St. Francis during 
Advent 2011).  The artwork gives a face and a voice to a population 
that is often ignored because of our discomfort or ignorance.  The 
artwork challenges all of us to see the humanity of those who have 
no home. 

Handouts provided information about how each of us can help those who are homeless or at risk. 

Why Are We Excited about this 
Construction Site? 
 This construction will be the site of 32 new affordable housing units on 
Pauline Street in Ann Arbor, which will be managed by nonprofit Avalon 
Housing Inc.  Avalon officials hope to start leasing units to families in early 
2013.

Affordable housing continues to be a concern in Ann Arbor because a full-time worker must earn 
over $16/hr to afford a 2-bedroom apartment at fair market rates.  Federal support for low-income 
housing fell 49% from 1980 to 2003, and about 200,000 rental housing units are destroyed annually 
across the country. 

The generosity of St. Francis parishioners helped to fund this project.  Religious Action for 
Affordable Housing (RAAH) says a big “thank you” for your generous donations! 

New Housing Access Line: 734-961-1999
Those in need of housing assistance can call the Housing Access line at 734-961-1999.  
Recent improvements to the access line should make the process easier for those in 
need of a shelter bed, or emergency help.  The Salvation Army will be in charge of the 
new operation. 

A new phone system will allow callers to wait for the next available staff person instead of going to voice mail.  
There will be hours for walk-in assistance in Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor, and assessment specialists will be able 
to visit those who cannot get to the Housing Access locations.  

Other agencies involved are: IHN at Alpha House, the Shelter Association of Washtenaw County, MAP, SOS, 
the Housing Bureau for Seniors, Safe House, and Ozone House.  This will help avoid duplication of efforts 
because access to those agencies will go through Housing Access (except youth and domestic violence 
survivors).  Unfortunately, the new Housing Access program did not get any increased funding and is 
therefore trying to do more with no additional financial support. 
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THANK YOU! This quarterly newsletter was printed as a courtesy by J.S. Paluch Company, Inc –  
our weekly bulletin publisher  (800-621-5197 or www.jspaluch.com) 

Business Manager’s Report to the Parish

Since my last report to you about a year ago, several 
smaller-scale projects have been completed around 
the Parish.  The most visible of these projects would 
be concrete work completed during August 
(sidewalk repairs alongside the Parish Office and 
outside the School Fishbowl door, concrete repairs to 
a drain in the parking lot 
behind the PAC, and 
replacement of the approach 
from Winchell Avenue to the 
Rectory parking lot), and a 
new coat/hat rack in the 
Alcove off the Gathering 
Space at the rear of the 
Church.

Less visible work included 
ongo ing  upg rades  t o 
plumbing, HVAC, and electrical infrastructure 
throughout the Parish, and the installation of air 
conditioning during the summer in the Development 
Office, the Principal’s Office, and the office upstairs 
in the School shared by Dr. Gordon and Sra. Lara.  
Engineering work done last spring enabled 
construction repairs to take place in July to the north 
wall of the School Music Room, which had 
experienced water leaks whenever rain would come 
from the north; subsequent rainstorms have not 
resulted in further leaks, so we believe that problem 
has been solved. 

A larger engineering project concerning the drainage 
on the South hill of our property (between Winchell 
Avenue and the Music Room, Art Room, and Parish 
Office) has been completed, identifying a way to 
divert heavy rains away from the buildings, and we 
are currently discussing implementation of the 
recommendations with contractors.  We hope to have 
this project completed before the ground freezes, so 
that it is ready for anticipated heavy spring rains. 

With the Parish experiencing a decline in receipts in 
fiscal year 2011-2012, other projects remain on hold 
for now.  It is hoped that we will see sufficient 
improvement in Parish receipts following Fr. Jim’s 
recent appeal for your help to allow us to begin 
planning for a new high-efficiency hot water boiler 

to serve the Church and 
School.  This would allow our 
existing less-efficient boiler to 
become a back-up, with use 
limited to extremely cold 
temperatures or when the 
primary system did not 
operate.  Similarly, we are 
looking to replace an almost 
20-year-old heating and 
cooling system in the Rectory, 
as part of the Parish’s 

Environmental Stewardship initiative. 

Other projects which remain on the “to do” list 
should our finances show continuing improvement, 
would include, in no particular order, replacing the 
single-pane, uninsulated doors/windows in the 6th 
Grade entrance area; brick repair/tuckpointing on the 
Bell Tower, Parish Office, and PAC; addition of a 
supplemental HVAC system for the Gym; 
renovating/upgrading school restrooms on the 
Middle School level, adding a back-up steam boiler 
for the K-3 wing of the School, and replacing old 
windows in the Music and Art Rooms, Science Lab, 
and classroom 7A with modern energy-efficient 
windows with screens.  We thank you for your 
continued support of the Parish and School, and hope 
that increased donations to the Parish will allow us to 
accomplish some, if not all, of these projects in the 
future.  Please feel free to call or email me if you 
should have any questions or comments. 

Dave Barera, Parish Business Manager 
(734) 821-2111 
dsbarera@stfrancisa2.org
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Seniors @ St. Francis  (55 & Faster) 
Enjoyed Pilgrimage in October 

Seniors @ St. Francis enjoyed a pilgrimage to Our Lady of Consolation National 
Shrine and Basilica in 
Carey, Ohio.  Deacon 
Rich Badics helped 
us to connect with 
Jesus and our Mother 
Mary as we visited 
this wonderful and 
beautiful place.  Many 
m i r a c l e s  a r e 
attributed to this 
Shrine.

Common Conference:  January 19, 2013

Theme: Living Your Life, Living Our Faith
Time: 9:00 am to 3:30 pm
Place: Parish Activity Center (PAC) 

Keynote Speaker:  Sr. Janet Schaeffler, nationally 
recognized author, speaker 
and faith formation leader.

Topics for Adults and Teens.  
30 different topics to
choose from—many 
presented by our own 
parishioners. 

Special Program for 
children in PreK (4yrs) to 
Grade 5

Child Care for very young children: 6 months up 
to 4 years old.

Portable Lunch provided and hospitality for all.  
Check out the Coffee Guy to caffeinate you with 
lattes, cappuccinos, americanos, espressos, or 
flavored coffees
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Ann Arbor, Mich. 

For about a dozen years St Francis of Assisi parish volunteers have been sowing, growing 
and harvesting produce including herbs for delivery to single-parent families at the Perry 
Nursery School on Packard Road in SE Ann Arbor.  The harvest blessings for the 2012 
season of “The Sustainable Garden” continued with an overall natural and seasonal 
production of about 100 pounds of various vegetable types including beans, carrots, 
collards, peppers, onions, peas, potatoes, spinach, tomatillos, tomatoes, and squash.  
Garden herbs like basil, chives, thyme and dill also frequently accompanied the deliveries 
of these vegetables. 

Within days of two successful seed and seedling sales in April and May, the garden year 
kicked off earlier than usual with the planting of seeds of cooler Spring crops of sugar snap 
peas and spinach (donated by Downtown Home and Garden of Ann Arbor).  The growing season ended in early October with a 

bountiful harvest (photo right) including root vegetables, potatoes (20 
pounds) and carrots (7 pounds). This year the garden has been more 
vigorously expanded to hopefully include future harvests of black and 
red raspberries, blackberries, rhubarb, and asparagus which are perennial 
types of food producing plants that do not need re-seeding or re-planting 
each year.  Finally, our group of volunteers prepared the garden in the 
spring, watered (using our new rain barrel which collects the rectory roof 
run-off), weeded and composted (into 3 separate bins) weekly in the 
summer, and then met in late October for a complete Fall garden cleanup 
(photo left) and more. 

“The Sustainable Garden” welcomes St Francis parishioners to view it at 
any time, and if interested, in volunteering and/or making donations 
(e.g., monies, garden tools, plant supports like trellises/tomato cages), 
please contact Erich Jensen at 734.996.1439 or erichjensen@msn.com

Sustainable Garden Project: Update 2012 

2150 Frieze Avenue 
Ann Arbor MI   48104-4799 

Return Service Requested 


