
 This report and photos are brought to us 
thanks to Mary Wakefield, a St. Francis 
Parish member who visited New Orleans in 
May.  Mary was a member of one of our past 
St. Francis Going South groups that went to 
New Orleans to help gut houses.   
 Mary Wakefield, said, “It was refreshing 
to see building going on in New Orleans 
while I was there May 19-20, 2007.   
Through Catholic Charities - New Orleans (staff: Debbie 
Koehler) I met a wonderful home owner, Mrs. Doris 
Aubrey.” (photo above: Mary & Doris) 
 To date (5/20/2007), Catholic Charities - New Orleans 
have gutted 1800 homes and senior apartments. The 
renovations have begun thanks to the joint efforts of 
various volunteer groups under the Catholic Charities 
organization and Habitat for Humanity for two examples. 
Note: Again financial support like St. Francis Parish 2007 
Lenten Project sent for Ms. Rowena's home and other 

homes are invaluable contributions that 
helped to support the poor, disabled, and 
elderly in rebuilding their homes in New 
Orleans after the flood damage of 
Hurricane Katrina. 
 Ms. Doris Aubry showed where the 
water level settled in the first floor of 
her two story home (photo left). Her 
home is being restored and as she 

described, with a smile,  "You have to be a kin of Job."    
This room had held musical instruments and family 
treasures all lost in the flooding from the breech of the 
London Avenue Canal.  

 Ms. Doris Aubrey has a 
garden she is revitalizing in the 
back, she is still in her FEMA 
trailer on the property but soon 
will be in her home. She has 
gone thru the application, 
inspection, final clean up, mold 
remediation, contractor, her 
own money, and she is still 

waiting for ROAD HOME support and still 
smiling!  
 Ms.Aubry raised 5 children in this 
home. We are in the kitchen with some of 
the new cabinets in. This is where money 
from parishes like ours is going.  
 Debbie Koehler in the red shirt took me 
to visit another Catholic Charities site, 
showing again 

how invaluable donations of 
money and time are here. 
This group is from the 
POHLAD FOUNDATION 
(owns  the  Minnesota 
Twins)  NOTE: the man at 
the top of the ladder spent 
part of his life in Michigan and started singing the UM 

FIGHT SONG!
 The music is calling us all to visit 
our Gulf Coast neighbors.  
 S e e  m o r e  p h o t o s  a t : 
www.stfrancisa2.com/adopt-a-house 

GOING SOUTH   
To New Orleans:

 Please enjoy the 
collection of photos 
on page 9 of the St. 
Francis group that 
went to New Orleans 
o n  S a t u r d a y , 
February 10 - 
Saturday, February 

17, 2007 to work for one week, Monday - Friday, to assist 
the New Orleans community in reoccupying their homes 
and cleaning-up from the hurricanes.  

Going South -(Continued on page 9) 
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Mark Your Calendar—Summer  2007 

July 12, 19, 26: Fr. James Conlon’s series on Great 
Liturgical Feasts at 7 PM in the PAC. RSVP: 
Marty 821-2125.

Monday, July 16 through Friday, July 20: Vacation
Bible School at 9:00 am-12 noon (see below). 

Saturdays all Summer: The Sustainable Garden 
Project / maintenance & harvest / Tracy Nagy / 734-
971-2464.

July 27—29: Young Adult Camping Trip /YAACHT-
single or married 20-30’s/ Jen 821-2126 or 
jen@stfrancisa2.org

August 14  & September 11: Theology On Tap! Jen / 
821-2126

September 9: First High School Youth Group of the 
year -in the new youth room! Jen / 821-2126 

Friday, July 20 (third Friday ) / Serve A Meal for the 
Hungry / 3PM or 5PM / Delonis Center Shelter / 
Bridget McGillicuddy / 665-9549. 

Tuesday, August 14: SENIOR Citizens’ Program & 
Lunch. 2nd Tuesdays @ 10AM / Scott Wright / 
821-2121.

Plan ahead for our  
PARISH PICNIC 

September 9, 2007  

12:15 mass – 4:00 p.m. 
on the parish grounds 

FOOD!
FUN!

GAMES!

Vacation Bible School
Monday- Friday, July 16-20  

9 a.m.--12 noon 
    Register at www.stfrancisa2.com (click on Vacation Bi-
ble School or Sign-up Forms), and at the Religious Educa-
tion and Parish Office.   
    High School & Middle School Students, and Adult 
volunteers needed!!!  Sign-up forms available at 
www.stfrancisa2.com (click on Vacation Bible School or 
Sign-up Forms),  

Questions?  821-2130 

YA2ACHT—
Young Adults 

[married or single 20-30’s] 

In March, our young adults went on retreat.  We had a 
fabulous time at the Howell Nature Center as we 
reflected on Lent, spent some quality time in nature, and 
saw the mess that 10 cooks could leave in a commercial 
kitchen.  It was a great experience and everyone is 
looking forward to next spring’s retreat.
Contact:  Jen Delvaux 821-2126. 
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Pentecost 2007 
Sunday, May 27th was Pentecost Sunday - the birthday of 

the Church.  Here at St. Francis, we remembered God's gift of the Holy 
Spirit and the Spirit's continual presence among us both as individuals 
and as a church community by wearing red and by celebrating our di-
versity and universality.

We are blessed with a faith community whose members come from 
many different nations and speak in various languages.  Proclaiming the 
first and second readings were Stephanie Gelderloss (Netherlands/
Dutch), Sing-Yi Tzen, (Taiwan/Chinese), Norma Doyle (Canada/
French), Bona Barth (Philippines/Tagalog), Carolina Fulper (Columbia/

Spanish), Marie-Therese Ho-
cott, (Lebanon/Arabic), Carlos 
Cesnik (Brazil/Portuguese), 
Kimbery Ancheta (Philippines/
Tagalog), Sue Hakim, (Syria/
Arabic), Marie Dubreuil 
(Haiti/French).  The gospel 
was proclaimed by Fr. Jim in 
Italian and Fr. Kusi in Fijian.  
Truly we are a world wide 
church!

The Living Way of the Cross 
On Good Friday, our teens presented this year’s Living Way of 

the Cross.  Fully entering into the roles they played, they made the Way of 
the Cross a meaningful experience for all who attended. 

High School  YOUTH  

We wore red...the color of the Holy Spirit & the tongues of fire. 

We come from many nations...  
Norma Doyle (Canada) &  

Fr. Kusi (Fiji) 

We speak in many languages… Kimberly 
Ancheta (Philippines) proclaims the 
second reading in Tagalog. 
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Maria Alejo 
Ignacio Alejo 
Ella Almendras 
Kristal Ancheta 
Mathew Barrett-Huff 
Ysabel Bautista 
Claire Brinley III 
Johnny Brinley IV 
Sophia Camp 
Jennifer Clancy 
Ashley Cole 
Mary DeBona 
Alejandro DeKeyzer 
Jenna DeKeyzer 
Nora Eder 

Jessica Eisma 
Jake Erba 
Emily Facitelli 
Gavin Feeney 
Lauren Fenelon 
Leigha Fesmire 
Jack Fink 
Matthew Flamme 
Michael Glinke 
Tyler Henderson 
Ian Henderson 
Olivia Hervey 
Joseph Hollenshead 
Jessica Hollenshead 
Sophie Jaworski 

Kelly Nicholas 
Lillian Kempton 
Paige Kenyon 
Jeanette Latham 
Julia Lee 
Oleg Mihans 
Joaquin Moeller 
Donley Nash 
Blaine Nash 
Emilee Nazareth 
Cora Newman 
Maria Newton 
Michele Pietropaolo 
Amanda Restorick 
Sarah Rock 

Christopher Rollin 
Christy Schueler 
Katie Sesi 
John Sherry 
Patrick Sherry 
Dylan Skvarek 
Gina Son 
Makenna Spieles 
Jonathan Suter 
Alysha Szewczul 
Jacob Tallio 
Gabrielle Thompson 
Saskia Van 
Nieuwstadt
Noelle Zhania Vargas 

Jane Vilorio 
Gean Vincent 
Daniel Vincenz 
Megan Wesner 
Anthony Whisenant 
Anna Whisenant 
Gavin White 
Quinn Wilcox 
Isabel Wilson 
Nicholas Wilson 
Drew Wotta 
Courtney Ziemba 

Excellent Attendance at Religious Education Class! 
Congratulations to the following Religious Education students with excellent attendance 

   (missing none or one Religious Education class) during the 2006-07 year!

Development of knowledge and growth of 
the spiritual life is an on-going journey, 

from young childhood to adulthood.  Third
graders (photo above) explore the teachings of 
Jesus in Belief, Worship, Christian Life, and 
Prayer.

Middle School students (photo left) that 
completed sixth grade Religious 

Education, celebrated with pizza and movie 
night .  Sixth graders were presented with the 
holy Scriptures earlier in the year.  The sixth 
grade curriculum looks in depth at the Old 
Testament.  Seventh grade will look at the New 
Testament and then begin preparation for 
Confirmation to be celebrated in the 8th grade. 

Congratulations for
Outstanding Work! 

Each year, as the 5th graders finish the 
lower elementary grades and enter into 
middle school, they take a test of their 
religious knowledge.  Congratulations to 
the following students for outstanding 
achievement (90% or greater) on their 5th 
grade religion test: 

Alex Atkinson 
Anthony Biggs 

Jose Rone Eisma 
Jake Erba 

Sarah Ferris 

Ian Henderson 
Cameron Lekas 

Maks Muno 
Sebastian Ojeda 
Alexander Wood
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An Encounter with Christ  
through 

Religious Education Classes! 
 With the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the support of God’s 
Holy People in the Church, Religious Education classes communi-
cate the life and teachings of Jesus Christ to children in grades pre-
school through 8th grade.  During the last quarter of the year, the 
pictures below image a story of faith:  The parish welcomed 131 
children to the table of the Lord in their First Eucharist; Monsignor 
Lunsford conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation on 116 of our 
youth; 104 catechists, children’s liturgy leaders, aides, and support 
volunteers helped form 760 children in grades preschool through 
8th grade through Religious Education classes and Children’s Lit-
urgy of the Word 
 May God bless all our Religious Education and Parish families 
with the joys of beauty, goodness and lasting peace this summer!

REGISTRATION FORMS  
ARE NOW AVAILABLE!!! 

2007 Fall Registration forms for Religious Education 
classes, including Sacramental Formation are now 
available in the Parish and Religious Education offices, 
and on-line at www.stfrancisa2.com (then click on Sign-
up Forms or Religious Education).
Early Registration Discount:  Register before August 1, 
2007 and receive $25 off the total tuition.  
For information, please contact us
   Rita Kieras, Secretary: 734-821-2130 (stfreled@rc.net)
   Ellen Ward, Director: 734-821-2132 (ward@rc.net) 
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THANK YOU! This quarterly newsletter 
was printed as a courtesy by  
J.S. Paluch Company, Inc  

our weekly bulletin publisher  
(800-621-5197 or www.jspaluch.com) 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Elementary & Middle School 

STUDENT ARTWORK: 
Student artwork was 
displayed throughout the 
school during the Spring 
Arts Festival.  Some 
projects were made into 
qu i l ts ,  wh ich  were 
auctioned off at our 
Educational Trust Fund Dinner in May. 

FIRST COMMUNION: 
First Communion was a 
special and meaningful 
experience for the 2nd

grade students.  We’ll miss 
you, Fr. Kusi! 

4th GRADE PLAY: 
Each spring, the 
4th grade classes 
present a musical 
during the Mary 
Lou Daby Spring 
Arts Festival.  
This year the 
audience enjoyed “The Little Engine That Would.” 

STUDENT ATHLETES: 
Our 8th grade student 
athletes were honored 
at the Athletic Banquet 
on May 29.  Go 
Mustangs!

BEN PRINCIPAL: 
Ben Stankovic, “Principal for the Day”, 
worked closely with Ms. Collins in his new 
role!

BOOKS FOR AFRICA:  The 3rd and 5th grade classes 
coordinated the 
“Books for Africa” 
service project.  
College textbook 
donat i ons  were 
dropped off in a 
designated location, 
then sorted, cleaned, 
packed and shipped 
off to Africa. 

ALLIE AND NICOLE 
PRINCIPALS: 
“Principals for the Day” 
Allie Palazzolo and 
Nicole Blaha strike a 

p o s e 
w i t h 
M s . 
Collins, 
t h e 
f u l l -
time St. Francis School Principal! 

CHARIOT RACES: 
St. Francis 6th graders 
were “off to the races” 
on Roman Chariot Race 
Day! 
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The EDGE   The EDGE   is about is about 

Service, Fun & the Spirit!!!Service, Fun & the Spirit!!!
Monday Youth Group Sessions 
The Edge Middle School Youth Group has been busy!! 
We had great Monday Youth Group sessions where we 
dealt with many aspects of our Faith. We talked about 
what we believe as Catholics, and the importance of 
Lent, just to name a few.  

Monthly Activities
The Edge also had great monthly activities. The Edge 
focuses on bringing the youth together through a variety 
of service and social events each month. For example, 
in February, we went to the Village Senior Center at St. 
Joseph in Ypsilanti. The youth played along with the 
seniors as well as running the game of Bingo. They 

even let 
the youth win some prizes! (Yummy candy treats).   Another great 
service project we did took place in March. The “Caring Cards Project” 
was a lot of fun for the youth!! Over 30 youth came to the PAC to 
make cards for the homebound parishioners of St. Francis. These 
parishioners were able to receive these Happy Easter and Thinking of 
You cards to show that they were thought of and were special. 

Social Events
We also had lots of fun social events. We went ice skating in January at 
U of M. Then, in April, we went to Zap Zone Lazer Tag which is 
always a favorite!! We 
ended the school year with 
a pizza party fun night 
which was a blast for 

everyone. One of the favorite events of the night, besides the pizza, was the 
scooter relay races.

For more information on these and other great events and activities 
planned please read the weekly Forum or visit www.stfrancisa2.com then
click Middle School Youth link.

Upcoming Summer Events: 
 Cedar Point on July 25   
 Swim at Buhr Park on August 10 
 1st Monday Youth Group 3:30-5:00p.m. (in PAC) on September 10 

For information on the Edge, please contact Victoria Emch  
at 821-2133 or emch@stfrancisa2.org

Edge events are open to  
all 6th, 7th, and 8th graders!!
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SOCIAL MINISTRY [821-2121]

 What a glorious and remarkable day Saturday 
was.  And, even more amazing than the good 
weather in Michigan on an April weekend was the 
energy, enthusiasm, dedication and effort that ALL 
demonstrated throughout a long work day.  Ben, 
our homeowner's son, said it best when he told me 
at the end of the day that he was stunned not only 
by all the work that was accomplished, but, also by 
the way we all went about it.  He said that every 
conversation he overheard was not "How can we 
get this done and go home?”, but exactly the 
opposite as if every single person was treating each 

task like it was their own home.  Since then our 
homeowner has been on the patio thoroughly 
enjoying (in her words) her "new yard" watering 
and tending to the flowers and bushes. 
 Volunteering with the " Christmas in April - 
Rebuilding Together" effort is a commitment to 
serve for just one day, at just one house with about 
25 other awesome volunteers here in Washtenaw 
County.   It is always a surprise to see so many 
homes in such bad repair.  The homeowner 
selection process gives priority to low-income, elderly persons who cannot maintain 
their home on their own and have no family members available to help them.   

 St. Francis volunteers along with others, revitalized a house in our community.  Tasks we helped with included: 
Bathroom repairs; Deck repair/replacement;  Carport repair/painting; Plenty of yard work and planting flowers. 
 Rebuilding Together, plan on the last Saturday of April in 2008!  Thank you for making this year such a success,   
Brian O'Neil.

A BIG THANK YOU to St. Francis Volunteers (& friends):  Maximus Alexander & "Maximus Construction", 
Bonnie Banks, John Batteh, 
Elizabeth Batteh, Mark Coley, 
Bernardo Gonzalez, David 
Gottlieb, Brooke Hasluck, 
J e f f r e y  H a d l e y ,  M a r y 
Heffelfinger, Paul Kunath, Anya 
Holodnick, Cherie Holodnick, 
Sarah Jarzembowski, Mary 
LeMire, Ernestine McGlynn, 
Debbie Melican, David & Molly 
Mengebier, Brian O'Neil, Roger 
Parlett, Sarah Prince, Linda & 
James Wiseman, Sacha Seide, 
John & Lee Anne Shaheen, 
Scott Waclawik, Andrew Wolfe, 
Scott Wright, Chuck Yonka, 
Caitlin & Brad Roth, & Theresa 
Roth.

Rebuilding Together - Christmas in April:   THANK YOU!!! 
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 A little over a year 
ago, a somewhat plain 
black bin appeared near 
the east parking lot of the 
church.  This bin is used 
for donating still usable 
clothing and shoes.  An 
organization known as 
H E R O  ( H o m e l e s s 
Empowerment Relationship Organization) of 
Washtenaw County collects the clothing and shoes. 
 The HERO clothing collection program helps people 
in our community who are either homeless or at risk of 
becoming homeless.  Reusable clothes and shoes are 
handed out for free, traded with other agencies to meet 
local needs, or sold for funds to support programs for these 
clients.
 Since the bin was placed at St. Francis, HERO has 
collected approximately 34,000 pounds of clothing, which 
is equivalent to 1,710 full bags of clothing.  Marti Rodwell, 
executive director of HERO said, “Please let everyone 
know how much this support means to HERO and to 
the clients who benefit from your kindness and 
generosity.”
 The parishioners of St. Francis Parish deserve a big 
“thank-you” for your generous donations. 

Our Stephen Leadership Team at St. 
Francis Parish is alive and changing.   We 
will be welcoming two new leaders in 

August.  Watch for the Team update in the weekly 
FORUM.   We thank & pray for all of our current Stephen 
Leaders: Marty Javornisky, Karen McClellan, Nick Synko, 
Kathleen Tobey.  We appreciate their faithful service to 
the Lord Jesus through this 
good ministry.   And, we 
especially recognize the 
contribution made to our 
ministry by Ginger & Mark 
Hadd as they finish up their 
leadership term and focus on 
their career and employment 
options.

B l e s s  o u r  S t e p h e n 
Ministers:  It has been one 
year since our parish trained 

and commissioned 16 Stephen Ministers to serve as good 
listeners and companions on the journey for parish 
members who ask.  We pray for God’s blessing upon them 
and especially upon the persons with whom they care. 

Since June 2006, 17 care receivers have been served.  
Currently 10 care receivers are being served (6 female; 4 
male) with a personal one-on-one meeting for one-hour 

each week. 
  Please consider joining in this 
much needed and well-ordered 
ministry. Our next training class 
for Stephen Ministers is being 
planned for January 2008.  You 
can help people in our community 
get the kind of help that is 
desperately needed – a listening 
companion on this earthly 
journey.  For more information 
visit:  stfrancisA2.com/stephen 

Stephen Minister: a listening companion on this earthly journey

Sharing
 As part of our effort to be part 
of the long-term solution to the 
challenges to the people of New 
Orleans wrought by Hurricane 
Katrina in August 2005, we are now 
proposing a fifth "GOING 
SOUTH" trip to New Orleans. On 
this trip we will assist Catholic 
Charities of New Orleans in gutting 
houses and/or beginning the 
rebuilding. We will also attend mass 
and visit with the community of St. 
Paul the Apostle Catholic Church, 
our twin parish.   If you are 
interested in GOING SOUTH 2008,
please contact: Debbie Melican 
(734-222-6322) dmelican@umich.edu or Scott Wright 
(734-821-2121) swright@rc.net . We hope to confirm a 
date (or dates!) by the end of the summer. You are 
invited to our first planning meeting: Friday, September 
7th at 7:00 pm in the school library.

Going South -(Contd from page 1) 
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The sixth annual St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School 
Educational Trust Fund 
Benefit was held on May 
11th. Starry Starry Night ~ 
A Million Reasons to 
Shine was the most 
successful benefit ever, 
raising over $70,000 in net 
proceeds.

The Kensington Court 
ballroom glittered with the 
art of St. Francis 
school children as 
a record crowd of 
3 1 4  g u e s t s 
supported the 
e v e n i n g ’ s 
festivities.  Music 
p r o v i d e d  b y 
students from the 
St. Francis band 
entertained the 
audience as they 
mingled over hors 
d’oeuvres and bid on silent auction 
items.  Colorful quilts, and tables 
adorned with students’ artwork were 
crowd favorites creating some 
competitive bidding. 

After dinner, Lucy Ann Lance, 
morning host of Talk Radio 1600 
WAAM and St. Francis parishioner, 
served as master of ceremonies for the 
program.  A ballroom dancing 

Sixth Annual

Educational Trust Fund Benefit Shines 
showcase and music provided by DJ Dorian Deaver inspired 

the crowd to dance the night away.  Bidding over 
One-of-a-Kind Treasures such as “Principal for the 
Day” with Ms. Collins, U of M football season 
tickets, a weekend in Chicago and a labradoodle 
puppy was fast and furious during the live auction, 
thanks to auctioneer Steve Gross. 

The real winner of the night was 
the Educational Trust Fund, as 
proceeds from the evening will 
help build the principle of the 
Fund.  The corpus of the Fund is 
invested, and interest is generated.  
Each year, a percentage of the 
interest is deposited in the school's 
operating budget to assist with a 
variety of operating expenses.  

This year the award totaled $38,000.  In the 2007-
2008 school year it will 
increase to $42,000. 

Event chairpersons Dave 
and Lisa Filipe, whose 
three daughters attend St. 
Francis School, thanked 
all who attended the 
benefit and made heartfelt 
comments on what the 
school community means 
to their family.  In 
addition, they thanked the 
many volunteers and 

committee members who helped to make the 
evening possible. 

Benefit—(Continued on page 11) 

Cherubim
Marc & Julianna Feeney 

Archangels
Bill & Mary Claire Anhut 
Roy &  
 Patrice Deutschmann 
Patti Dobbs 
Dave & Lisa Filipe 
Mike & Diane Leoni 
Jim & Jean Libs 
Lou & Kathy Magagna 

Pfizer Foundation 
Michael & Kimm Sarosi 
Chuck & Holly Stankovic 
Matt & Becky Targett 

Angels
Doug & Kris Busch 
Bill & Ehren Dirksen 
Drs. William &  
 Angela Giannobile 
Larry & Bonnie Hagerty 
E. James Murphy 

Jack & Marilyn Palazzolo 
Bob & Carol Parent 
George & Judi Schwartz 

Angelets
David & Tammy Blaha 
Mario & Ami Ciricola 
Cyril Grum &  
 Cathy Strachan 
Steve & Debra Hermann 
John Hogan &  
 Gretchen Heutsche 

Marianne Jacquez Family 
Rick & Elizabeth 

Jarzembowski 
Florence Kruzas 
Brandon & Stacey Kubitz 
Joe & Karen McKeown 
Valentine & Diane Martis 
Cathy Pietrasiuk 
Mike & Janet Reid 
Greg & Laurie Ruselowski 
Thomas Sidlik &  
 Rebecca Boylan 
Mark & Jane Vogel 

2007 Angels  

David & Lisa Filipe 
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A special thank you to the following businesses, 
individuals and families who helped to make the evening 
a success with their donations of items for the live and 
silent auctions:
Mike and Bridget Roddy, Michael 
and Laura DeBacker, Lloyd Carr, 
Michael Gay, The Leoni Family, Mr. 
and Mrs. Cleveland Inge, Lucy Ann 
Lance and WAAM, The White 
Family, The Walsh Family, Ann 
Gladwin, Moe’s Southwest Grille, 
The Uytingco Family, The Coffman 
Family, Mike and Jody DeBacker, 
The Pietrasiuk Family, Kathy 
Gabriel, Debbie Ball, The Filipe 
Family, The Martis Family, Valentine 
Martis, Craig Common, Dr. Olsen, Mark Schuppener, 
Jason Shurmur, Heritage Estate Services, Jo Palmer, 
Great Wolf Lodge, Carol Parent, Shepler’s Ferry, Lisa 
Goulet, Michelle Stager, Amy Vansickle, Discount Tire, 
St. Francis PTG, Donna Malcolm, Elizabeth 
Jarzembowski, Father Terry Dumas, Christy Howden, 
Gail Drake, St. Francis Teachers, Nancy Durbin, Edwards 
Brothers Publishing, The Blaha Family, Mary Hendricks, 
Wright’s Karate Studio, Jeff Wawrzaszek, Dawn Curtis 
of Cake Fantasy, The Boivin Family, The Eaton Family, 

The Stager Family, Moosejaw Co., Amy Elise Books & 
Dolls with a Purpose, Darby Kolano, Teri Upham, Ayla 
& Co., The Gaeta Family, Core Grace Studio, Anneke’s 
Downtown Hair & Co., Michelle Henderson, Sharon 
Wilsey of Nique Elle Salon, Luminosity Salon and Spa, 

The Higgins Family, The Deutschmann 
Family, Mary Ianni, Cassiana Ebert, 
The Washtenaw Country Club, The 
DeBacker Family, The Madej Family, 
The Fingerle Family, The Tirico 
Family, School Tech 

Educational Trust Fund Benefit 
Steering Committee 
Tammy Blaha, Deb Camalo, Sara 
Collins, Laura DeBacker*, Terri 
Diedrich, Ehren Dirksen, Patti 

Dobbs**, Gail Drake, Joy Durham, Cecila Fellin, Kathy 
Gabriel, Debra Hermann*, Linda Hinshaw, Kristy Huige, 
Molly Jean*, Karen Kowal*, Jean Moorehead Libs, Fr. 
Jim McDougall, Stephanie MacGillivray, Linda Miller, 
Mary Moffett*, Colleen Pierce, Cathy Pietrasiuk, Joni 
Rhodes, Laurie Ruselowski*, Michelle Stager*, Chuck 
Stankovic*/**, Holly Stankovic*/**, Pete Stumpo, Becky 
Targett*, Ramona Thompson, Sara Uytingco, Gina 
Walsh, Paula Wishart* 
 *Team Captains,  **Past Chairs

Benefit—(Continued from page 10) 

Knitting Into the Mystery 

Our new shawl ministry is a way for the faithful to serve by 
knitting or crocheting warm, colorful shawls the group hopes will 
literally wrap recipients in prayer. Recipients can be  parishioners who 
are experiencing a challenging time in their life such as illness, the death 
of someone close, a new baby, or perhaps a newly married couple. The 

group also knits infant hats and 
booties that are delivered to the 
hospitals.

Share yourself and your stories as you work on a shawl.  We begin with prayer 
and also silently pray for the person who will be receiving our shawl as the 
creating process is taking place.  As a group, we pray together over each shawl 
that is finished and bless it (thus the term "Prayer Shawl" ministry).  

Heavenly Father, bless our hands as we knit today.  May each twist of the 
yarn guide us to create a pattern of love and comfort in our work and 
remind us of Your ultimate protection.  Wrap us in Your spirit so that we 
will be more caring towards those in need.  Grant us patience as we create 
these shawls.  And bless our handiwork as it travels to bring comfort and 
peace to someone in need of Your warming embrace.    
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The central event in the journey through the RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults) process is the celebration of the Easter Vigil.  

Over forty adults and children were initiated into the 
Catholic Church this year at St. Francis. These new 
members were supported by the Initiation Team who 
helped facilitate the process, Sponsors who were 
companions for each individual during their formation, 
and the entire parish community through their prayers.  

All of these new members of our Community of Faith now share with us at the table of the Lord. If 
you or someone you know would like to learn more about the Catholic faith 
please call Marty Lucas at 821-2125 or email mlucas@stfrancisa2.org

We welcome our new members to the Catholic Church: 
     Easter Vigil 2007

Lord, You have nourished us with
your Easter Sacraments.  

Fill us with your Spirit and  
make us one in Peace and Love. 


