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Since my last report to you in May,
2004, we have completed a handful
of capital projects, with little still
pending. Some of the final items in
our Church renovation project of
2002-03 were completed this fall, in-
cluding the installation of a new
video system in the Church to facili-
tate viewing of Baptisms, and the re-
vision of overhead lighting above the
Baptismal Font, the Holy Family
Shrine, and the Prayer Wall. In addi-
tion, a problematic overhead fixture
above the rear stairs down to the
Lower Level of the Church has been
replaced with a small track-light fix-
ture. Aside from the occasional item
that may pop up needing attention,
the renovation project is now com-
plete. For one last time, many thanks
to all of you for your financial and
spiritual support of this project.

The Choir Room (on the lower level
of the Church) renovation was also
completed, to include built-in book-
shelves, new carpeting and paint, and
new file cabinets for sheet music. In
the PAC, overhead track lights have
been added to provide improved
lighting for special Masses celebrated
there, and for other functions, such as
school plays and concerts. A new
storage area was also constructed in
the PAC and a large, roll-up rug also
added, both for the use of our Youth
Group.

Improvements completed in the
School include the installation of a
new roof over classrooms 2B and 3B,
new air conditioning in the remaining
Middle School classrooms and com-
puter lab, and new ceiling fans in all
classrooms which did not already
have them. Our environment for
learning continues to improve, and
students and faculty of both the
School and the Religious Education
program have expressed enthusiasm
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at all the improvements of recent
years!

Unfortunately, changes outside the
school have not been as "positive".
What I am referring to is the removal
of a number of ash trees which fell
victim to the emerald ash borer; the
sad news is that there will be more
over the next year or two. There is
also a large, dead elm tree in front of
the Church, between the stormwater
detention pond and East Stadium
Boulevard, but it is located within the
street's right-of-way, making it the
responsibility of the City of Ann Ar-
bor; the City Forestry Department
has confirmed to us that it is on their
list of trees to be removed but, since
that list is quite long with all the dy-
ing ash trees, it may be a while be-
fore it is finally taken down.

Additional work which remains
pending includes the replacement of
our back-up hot water boiler
(servicing the Church and the 4/8
School building), and upgrades to
valves and steam traps on the steam
heat system (servicing the K/3
School building). The former we
were able to postpone replacing dur-
ing last year's heating system, but
there is comfort in having that back-
up and we hope to be able to afford
such a system before we have a need
for it.

As I have noted in the past, what we
have been able to accomplish in re-
cent years is directly the result of
your generous support of the Parish.

For that, all of us, parishioners and
staff, are most appreciative. How-
ever, as you heard recently at Mass
on Stewardship Sunday, and as we
have written on several previous oc-
casions, Sunday collections have
trended down since last spring, and
are now at virtually the same level as
last year's. Most significantly, they
are even less than what they were
three years ago. Unfortunately, many
of our operating expenses (in particu-
lar, health insurance and utility bills)
have continued to escalate, putting
added stress on our ability to finance
necessary maintenance and facility
improvements.

At this point, we have stopped virtu-
ally all discretionary capital expendi-
tures, pending improvement in the
Parish financial condition. Emergen-
cies will be dealt with, but, unfortu-
nately, we may be unable to stay
ahead of potential problems. In order
to continue the momentum we have
established in improving our Wor-
ship, Educational, and Recreational
environments, we again appeal to
you to prayerfully consider increas-
ing your support of the Parish in
2005. We hope that you agree that
we have been good stewards of your
financial resources in the past, and
that the facility improvements,
whether visible or behind-the-scenes,
have been justified, and handled in an
appropriate, cost-effective manner.
As always, please feel free to call or
e-mail me should you have any ques-
tions or comments.

Dave Barera,

Parish Business Manager

Email: <dsbarera@catholicWeb.com>
Office: 821-2111
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A Celebration of Time, Talent, and Treasure

During the month of September, the St. Francis Parish Com-
munity embraced Stewardship as a way of life. On two sepa-
rate weekends, the fundamental principles of Stewardship ~

Time, Talent and Treasure, received special attention.

Saturday & Sunday, September 18 & 19™ featured a festive
Ministry Fair which showcased the wonderful services St.
Francis Parish provides to the community. Parishioners had
the chance to visit a variety of colorful displays in the Parish
Activity Center and talk with staff and Ministry volunteers re-

garding different service opportunities. The newly designed

. . . Above: Children color fuzzy crosses at the Religious
Time & Talent survey was also introduced to the parish com- Education table at the St. Francis Ministry Fair.

munity.

The celebration included balloons for children, complimentary refreshments including ice cream, donuts and

cookies, and enjoyable fellowship. During each Mass, a parishioner shared a personal testimonial on the

meaning of Stewardship in his or her life. Tim Atkinson, Patrice Deutschmann and Jeff Lassaline talked
openly about using gifts of Time and Talent to gain greater
fulfillment in life.

tewardship is at the core of | During Masses on Saturday & Sunday, September 25 & 26",
parishioners Mary Lynn Fosdick, Dave O'Brien and Chuck

our lives and our faith. It . i e
Stankovic talked about the meaning of Stewardship in each of

is the recognition that all we have their lives relative to sharing gifts of Treasure. They encour-
is a gift from God. aged others to gain greater fulfillment in life through the gen-
erous practice of charitable giving.

As Fr. Jim McDougall, Pastor, said, "Stewardship is at the

core of our lives and our faith. It is the recognition that all we
have is a gift from God. Through Stewardship, we use the gifts God has given us, not only for ourselves, but
for the common good and glory of God."

We are all called by Christ to follow His teachings, and that includes His challenge to each of us to use the
gifts that God provides for us to further His work here on earth. Every gift from God is given so that it can be
shared.
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Right:  Fr. Jim welcomes the children, many
dressed in their Halloween costume, to be blessed,
asking God to be before and at their side as a
companion on their journey for the evening and
throughout the children’s lives.

Halloween Candy Drive

Over 40 grocery bags full of candy was driven to Sacred Heart
Seminary, located in the inner city of Detroit for distribution on
Halloween. About 1200 children take part in the safe Halloween
“trick or treating” that the Seminarians provides for the children.

Left: The gifts of candy collected during the offertory
overflows with the sweetness of parishioner’s generosity.




